The Battle for Truth
Throughout the 1930’s Hitler built the German nation into a military fortress.  At the same time, he tried to assure the world his motives were peaceful.  But his ideology, already written in Mein Kampf, was clear. The hopes and values of freedom-loving and God-fearing peoples everywhere would be challenged in every way.  Today we face another growing ideology of political correctness that is anti-Christian at its core.  This will ultimately pave the way for the Antichrist, and lead to a monumental clash at Armageddon.

II Peter was written to address ongoing issues with false ideologies.  Written about 67 AD, persecution of Christians was rampant throughout the Roman Empire, and the mother church in Jerusalem would be dealt a crushing blow with the destruction of the city in 70 AD.  The vitality of the Christian movement was directly dependent upon its adherence to the truth of God’s word, the theme of Peter’s letter.

Six Battlegrounds in the War for Truth:

1.  _____________(Salvation) – II Peter 1:1-11.

a. “To those who through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours.”  I Peter 1:1.  The most precious thing we have is our faith in Christ, for it is the only thing that will get us into heaven (Acts 16:30-31).  
b. The world tells us that many roads lead to God, but God tells us that only one road leads to God, and it is through Jesus Christ alone (John 14:6).
2. _____________(Scripture) – II Peter 1:12-21.

a. “Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation.  For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”  I Peter 1:20-21.
b. The world says there are many “holy” books, but God says only one book contains his very words, and that is the Bible (see also II Timothy 3:16-17).
3. _____________(Sin) – II Peter 2:1-12.

a. The world says that sin is something the church made up to make people feel bad.  The world says we are all innately good, but God says, “All have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”  Romans 3:23.
b. II Peter 2 teaches:  1) Sin will make you miserable.  “They secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them – bringing swift destruction on themselves.”  II Peter 2:3;  2) Apart from redemption through Christ, sin will lead you to hell.  “For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell.”  II Peter 2:4.
4. ____________(Sex) – II Peter 2:13-21.

a. The world says that sex should be enjoyed without restrictions.  “Their idea of pleasure is to carouse in broad daylight, reveling in their pleasures while they feast with you.”  II Peter 2:13.
b. God says that sex will bring maximum pleasure within His boundaries.  Free sex will lead to bondage and destruction.  “These men are springs without water and mists driven by a storm.  Blackest darkness is reserved for them.”  II Peter 2:17.
5. ____________(Second Coming) – II Peter 3:1-10.

a. The world scoffs at the Second Coming, labeling it as scare tactics.  “In the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires.  They will say, ‘Where is this ‘coming’ he promised?”  II Peter 3:3.
b. God says, “The day of the Lord will come like a thief.”  II Peter 3:10.  We are to be ready to meet the Lord at any moment.
6. _____________(Security) – II Peter 3:11-18.

a. The world finds security in investments, money, and charming politicians.  God says, “Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position.  But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  II Peter 3:17.
Ultimately our security does not lie with people, political parties, or politicians.  Our problems are unsolvable apart from divine intervention.  Our hope is in Jesus!  Are you clinging to him today?
