Discussion Questions
Responding to Jesus

1. Pastor Denny shared how members of his extended family responded to the gospel, some accepting Jesus while others rejected him.  How has your extended family responded to the gospel?  Who has received Jesus?  How and why?  Who has rejected him?  How and why?

2. Read John 1:6-13.  Three primary ways that Jesus is made known were examined.  Why was John the Baptist an especially powerful witness?  Given that John was related to Jesus (Luke 1:36), why would it be significant to hear him share that Jesus is the Messiah?  Why is it significant that Jesus’ brothers were believers (Acts 1:14)?  Why is it significant that our English word “martyr” was derived from the Greek word for “witness”?  How many people witnessed to you before you became a believer in Jesus?  Why does it usually take several witnesses to share with us before we are saved?
3. Look at verses 9-10.  In what sense has the light of Jesus been given to “every man”?  What does Romans 1:18-21 teach about the fact that all people are “without excuse”?  What does Romans 2:12-16 teach us about the responsibility we have to follow our conscience?  Would these two passages (Romans 1:18-21; 2:12-16) lead you to believe that a child born in North Korea, even though he may not hear specifically teaching about Jesus, is still “without excuse”?  How are the Magi an example of those who responded to the light that was offered them, and then were given more light (Matthew 2)?  Would Hebrews 11:6 lead you to believe that someone who is diligently searching for God will find him?  Have you seen the DVD “God of Wonders”?  What stood out to you as an especially powerful testimony to God by his creation?  
4. Look at verse 11.  Why is it especially tragic that the majority of Jews rejected Jesus as their Messiah?  What does Luke 12:47-48 teach about those who have been given the light of God’s Word?  Do you think you have a higher obligation to live for Jesus than someone raised in Morocco?  Why?  Look at verse 12.  What does it really mean to “receive” and “believe” Jesus?  If believing means “to trust Jesus completely, to yield allegiance to him, to acknowledge his claims, and to confess him before others”, do you think that most Americans who claim to be Christians are sincere in their faith?  What can we learn from Denver Broncoes quarterback Tim Tebow?  If you were arrested for being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you?  
