Responding to Jesus
Dave Johnson, grandfather of Pastor Denny Johnson, was saved at a tent meeting revival south of Motley, Minnesota in the summer of 1929.  His brother, Clarence, heard the gospel from Dave but chose not to accept Jesus.  Dave’s son, Lloyd (Pastor Denny’s father), was converted at a Vacation Bible School twelve years later when the gospel was shared.  His cousin, Clarence Jr., walked out of the same service.  For 2000 years, some have believed in Jesus, while others have rejected him.
Three Primary Ways Jesus Is Made Known to People:

1.  A _____________ (Witness)
a. “There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John.  He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe.  He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.  John 1:6-8.  Our English word “martyr” (one who suffers death for witnessing about his faith) is derived from the Greek word for “witness”.  
b. John the Baptist and Jesus may have been cousins, since their moms were related (Luke 1:36).  Most likely they spent time together as children, so John’s testimony about Jesus was especially powerful, as was that of Jesus’ brothers (Acts 1:14).  
c. Most of us come to Christ after we have heard about the life-changing salvation he offers from the mouths of many witnesses – family members, friends, pastors, TV personalities.  
2. _______________(Creation)

a. “The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.  He was in the world and through the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.”  John 1:9-10.  Even the most primitive savages have been given spiritual light through the majesty of creation.
b. “Men…suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them.  For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities – his eternal power and divine nature – have been clearly seen…so that men are without excuse.”  Romans 1:19-20.
c. If, however, you give glory to your Creator, and abide by the moral compass God put within you (“their consciences” – Romans 2:15), more light will be given as occurred with the Magi (Matthew 2).  “He rewards those who earnestly seek him.”  Hebrews 11:6.
d. God of Wonders:  Exploring the Wonders of Creation, Conscience, and the Glory of God is a powerful DVD produced by Eternal Productions.  See www.eternalproductions.org for more information. 
3. _______________(Scripture)

a. “He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.”  John 1:11.  The rejection of Jesus by his own people, the Jews, was especially tragic.  The Jews were guardians of the Scriptures which contained about 300 prophecies of the coming Messiah, all of which were fulfilled by Jesus. 
b. “That servant who knows his master’s will and does not get ready or does what his master wants will be beaten with many blows.  But the one who does not know and does things deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows.  From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.”  Luke 12:47,48.
c. While people in some nations have little access to the Scripture, here in America we can buy Bibles in a dozen different English versions.  God’s expectation for an American Christian is higher.  Get off the sidelines and get in the game!  Follow Christ with all your heart!  
NFL Quarterback Tim Tebow was raised by missionary parents in the Philippines.  Dedicated to being a bold witness, Tim wore Bible verses on his eye black when he led the Florida Gators to a national championship.  During last year’s Super Bowl, he appeared on a television commercial for a pro-life cause, as his mother chose not to abort him when she had problems with her pregnancy.  

Tim Tebow personifies John 1:12, “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed on his name, he gave the right to become children of God.”  Receiving and believing Jesus means to trust him completely, to yield allegiance to him, to acknowledge his claims, and to confess him before others.  Are you doing that?  If you were arrested for being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you?
