Knowing What to Believe – About My Future
We live in an age of personality and self-help testing tools – the Taylor-Johnson Temperament Analysis, the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator, DISC personality inventory, MMPI, Carlson Learning Company’s Leadership Profile, Biblical Personal Profiles, Leading From Your Strengths, Servants By Design, Prepare Premarital Inventory and many others.  You can check these out on the Internet for more information.

DNA molecules in a human being can unite in an infinite number of ways.  The number has been calculated at 10 to the 2,400,000,000 power.  This is the likelihood there is someone just like you.  Writing this out with each zero being an inch wide, you’d need a strip of paper 37,000 miles long.

Three Sets of Gifts God Gave You That Help in Determining Your Purpose:

1.  Gifts Given at ___________(Creation)

a. “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground’.  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.”  Genesis 1:26-27.
b. You, a three-part person (body, soul, and spirit) were made in the image of a Triune God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).  You were made the crown of God’s creation, with authority over the earth and all that is in it and on it.
c. God chose your gender, “Male and female he created them.”  Amazingly, God planned you before the foundations of the world were laid, “For he chose us in him before the creation of the world.”  Ephesians 1:4.
2.  Gifts Give at _____________(Conception)

a. “For you created my inmost being.  You knit me together in my mother’s womb.  I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made…My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place…How precious to me are your thoughts, O God!  How vast is the sum of them!  Were I to count them, they would outnumber the grains of sand.”  Psalms 139:13-18.
b. Though you may resemble other family members, you are distinctly different, bearing a unique personality type with a wide array of strengths and weaknesses.  God has designed us as believers to operate in the context of a community.  We need others to help us in our weak areas, and to help us see ourselves for who we really are.
c. Often embedded within your greatest strengths are profound weaknesses.  Allow the refiner’s fire to burn away the chaff.  “He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purity the Levites and refine them like gold and silver.  Then the Lord will have men who bring offerings in righteousness.”  Malachi 3:3.
3. Gifts Given at _______________(Conversion)

a. “Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.  To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith…All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.”  I Corinthians 12:7,11.
b. Each believer has at least one of the 21 spiritual gifts mentioned in Scripture:  helps, service, mercy, teaching, prophecy, exhortation, hospitality, shepherding, giving, faith, evangelism, apostle, wisdom, knowledge, discernment, leadership, administration, healing, miracles, tongues, and interpretation of tongues.  (I Corinthians 12:7-11; Romans 12:6-8; Ephesians 4:11-12; I Peter 4:9-12).  
c. II Timothy 3:2-4 says that in the last days people will be lovers of themselves (narcissism), lovers of money (materialism), and lovers of pleasure (hedonism).  This inevitably leads to nihilism, meaninglessness.  “Vanity, vanity, everything is vanity.”  Ecclesiastes 12:8, KJV.
d. Pastor Rick Warren was right when he wrote the first sentence of The Purpose Driven Life, “It’s not about you.”  Pastor John Ortberg challenges us in the last chapter of The Me I Want to Be, “Ask for a Mountain”.  
What mountain does the Lord have for you to climb?  What challenge does he want you to embrace?  What great purpose and destiny does he have for you?  The answers are unique to you.  Take the abundant gifts God has given you and devote the rest of your life to glorifying God and serving others!
