Discussion Questions
By Grace Alone

1.  Do you agree with the statement “The notion of God’s love coming to us free of charge, no strings attached, seems to go against every instinct of humanity”?  Why or why not?  Do you agree that “grace” is unique to Christianity?  When was the first time you heard about grace?  What was your response to this teaching?

2. Read I Peter 1:1-4, and then re-read verse 1.  How does verse 1 trumpet the theme of these first four verses?  Look at the word “received” in verse 1.  What does the fact that this word in the original Greek means “given by allotment” shed light on this whole verse?  How do the examples of casting lots in I Samuel 14:38-43, I Chronicles 25:8-31, Jonah 1:7, and Acts 1:16-26 demonstrate that this decision has nothing to do with human effort or worthiness?  

3. Given that the Pharisees had added hundreds of their additional laws to the ones given in the Old Testament (see Matthew 23 for Jesus’ view of the Pharisees), how was the teaching of Jesus about grace a breath of fresh air?  Have you ever been bound up with legalism as a believer?  How were you delivered from this?
4. Pastor Denny shared a modern-day story of a prodigal daughter coming home.   Have you ever experienced or observed something close to the parable of the prodigal son in Luke 15?

5. Look again at I Peter 1:1, and focus on the word “precious”.  How does it make you feel to know that you as a believer have been given the same faith as the original disciples?  What is so precious about grace?  Pastor Denny told three stories about how precious grace is – which was most meaningful to you?  How have you personally experienced or observed the preciousness of grace?

6. Focus now on the word “righteousness” in I Peter 1:1.  When did you fully realize as a believer that not only were your sins forgiven, but you had the righteousness and purity of God assigned to you?  What does Isaiah 61:10 teach us about the gift of righteousness?

7. Why is it so hard for us to love the sinner and yet hate and oppose the sin?  What have you learned about keeping this in balance?  Can you describe an experience where you erred to one side or the other?  What does II Corinthians 2:15 teach us about the importance of extending to others the same grace that has been extended to us?  Who has been an inspiration to you in this area?  
