Everything We Need
Have you ever felt like Job?  You can read about his life in Job 1-2.  One bad thing after the next happens, until finally his wife tells him to “Curse God and die.” (Job 2:9).  But Job didn’t.  But Bible simply records, “In all this, Job did not sin in what he said.”  Job 2:10.  Why is it that some, like Job, seem to hold firmly to their faith through adversity, while others bitterly reject God?

Four Gifts That Are Available to the Suffering:

1.  Divine ___________(Power)

a. “His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness…”  II Peter 1:3.  The power of the Holy Spirit enabled Billy Graham to work through his own doubts, while his friend Charles Templeton wavered.  The key difference between the two men may have been humility – coming to the Spirit empty-handed, seeking his infilling. 
b. Are you in need of a fresh touch of the Spirit’s power today?  Come to Him with a surrendered heart, eagerly seeking His help!
2.  Divine ____________(Provision)

a. “His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness…”  II Peter 1:3.  Have you ever felt the Lord was “shutting up the heavens” to your inquiries for help?  Remember that the children of Israel rejected the Lord in spite of daily miracles (Numbers 14), while Daniel experienced unparalleled tragedy while maintaining a vibrant faith (Daniel 1).  
b. God promised everything we need for life and godliness, not comfort and pleasure.  In times of trial, hang on tightly to the Lord and the blessings will come “when he has stood the test.” (James 1:12; see also verses 2-11).
3. Divine _______________(Procurement)

a. “His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who has called us by his own glory and goodness.”  II Peter 1:3.
b. People experience knowledge of God at different levels.  Some have heard information about Him, others agree with biblical truth-claims about Him, while others go a further step and choose to follow Him.  Jesus said, “Wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.  But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.”  Matthew 7:13-14.
c. “The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls.  When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.”  Matthew 13:45-46.
4. Divine ______________(Promises)

a. “Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.”  II Peter 1:4.
b. The same God who brings us to himself will be at work purifying us and grounding us in our faith.
In the 1970’s revival broke out among the higher echelons of Soviet Russia’s leadership.  Even though Bibles had been banned, they still had access to their famed novelists Tolstoy and Dostoevsky, both of whom wrote often on spiritual themes.  Fyodor Dostoevsky had been arrested and sentenced to death by firing squad.  His sentence was overturned at the very last second, a traumatic event that radically changed his life, causing him to turn to Christ.  Out of the depths of this despair came penetrating novels that led to the conversion of Alexander Solzhenitsyn and countless others.

The Lord can and will do the same thing in your life.  He will turn the tables on your trials, bring blessing out of despair.  He gives us everything we need!  Are you tapping into that today?
