Discussion Questions
Knowing What to Believe--About Your Faith (1)

1.  Have you ever heard Joni Eareckson Tada speak live or on CD or radio?  Have you ever read any of her books?  What is it that keeps her going, in spite of the fact that she has sometimes been called ‘a modern-day Job’?  When your faith has been rocked, what is it that keeps you going?  What core beliefs do you cling to?

2. Why should we remind ourselves of the greatness of Jesus Christ when challenges to our faith come?  Have you found solace and comfort in God’s Word?  Read John 1:1-2.  What is the Word in this passage?  How is the “Word” a fitting description of Jesus?  What is there about the Scriptures that you find inspiring?  

3. How does the doctrine of creation (Genesis 1:1ff.) help you through tough times?  How about the doctrine of the resurrection (Matthew 28:7ff.)?  What is inspiring about the doctrine of the Second Coming of Christ (Acts 1:11)?  How are each of these foundational doctrines that reflect on the greatness of Jesus Christ supported by independent verification through historical records, scientific evidence, archaeology, and fulfilled prophecy?  How are these core doctrines like a bomb shelter that we can run to when our faith is under attack?  

4. How has the doctrine of the goodness of our Lord strengthened and comforted you in times of challenge?  Why is it important for us to know that Jesus came to earth for us (read Matthew 1:23)?  Why is it important to know that he died on a cross for us (read I Peter 2:24-25; John 15:13)?  Why is it important to know that he is preparing a place for us (read John 14:2-3)?
5. How has the doctrine of the justice of our Lord strengthened and comforted you in times of challenge?  Why is it important for us to know that he has atoned for our sin (Isaiah 53:5)?  Why is it important to know that he has defeated our Enemy, the devil (Revelation 20:10; Genesis 3:15)?  Why is it important to know that our deed will be weighed as believers (I Corinthians 3:13-15 – to reward us, not to punish us) and as unbelievers (Revelation 20:13 – their deeds will be found insufficient to save them from eternal judgment)?  

6. Why do we need to constantly remind ourselves, especially in times of trouble, that righteousness will prevail and evil will be defeated?  How is the promise of Revelation 22:14-15 a powerful inspiration to us when our faith is challenged?
