Knowing What to Believe--About My Faith (1)
Joni Eareckson Tada is a modern-day Job.  Severely paralyzed at age 17 in a diving accident in 1967, she has struggled the last decade with chronic pain and has recently been diagnosed with breast cancer.  Still finding her hope in God, she recently wrote A Place for Healing:  Wrestling with the Mysteries of Suffering, Pain, and God’s Sovereignty.

Foundational Beliefs to Trust In When Your Faith Is Rocked:

1.  The ____________(Greatness) of Jesus Christ

a. Because of His _________(Word).  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.”  John 1:1.  God is personally revealed to us through the life of Jesus Christ and the testimony of the Scriptures, a record that finds independent verification in history, archaeology, and fulfilled prophecy.
b. Because of His __________(Creation).  “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  Genesis 1:1.  Creation bears witness to a brilliant designer, a far more logical conclusion to explain nature than the theory of evolution.  
c. Because of His ____________(Resurrection).  “He is not here; he has risen just as he said.”  Matthew 28:7.  The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the central fact of history, compellingly evidenced by the radical change in our Lord’s followers after he appeared to over 500 of them, many of whom were martyred for their faith.
d. Because of His ____________(Coming Again).  “This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”  Acts 1:11.  In the last century, over a hundred specific prophecies have been fulfilled pointing to Christ’s soon return, chief among them the establishment of the state of Israel (Ezekiel 36, 37).
2. The ______________(Goodness) of Jesus Christ

a. He _______________(Came to Earth) for You.  “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel which means, ‘God with us’.”  Matthew 1:23.  
b. He _______________(Died on a Cross) for You.  “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.”  I Peter 2:24-25.  “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”  John 15:13.
c. He Is _______________(Preparing a Place) for You.  “In my Father’s house are many rooms…I am going there to prepare a place for you.  If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.”  John 14:2-3.
3. The ____________(Justice) of Jesus Christ

a. He Has ___________(Atoned) for Your Sin.  “He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.”  Isaiah 53:5.
b. He Has ____________(Defeated) Your Enemy.  “The devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown.  They will be tormented day and night forever and ever.”  Revelation 20:10.  This is the final fulfillment of God’s prophecy over the serpent in the Garden of Eden, “He (the Messiah) will crush your head.”  Genesis 3:15.
c. He Will ____________(Weigh) Your Deeds.  
i. The works of believers after their conversion will be examined at the judgment seat of Christ and we will be rewarded accordingly.  Our sins have already been atoned by the blood of Christ.
ii. “His work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light.  It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man’s work.  If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward.  If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.”  I Corinthians 3:13-15.
iii. The works of unbelievers will be found insufficient to save them, which only the atoning blood of Christ can do.  “The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done.”  Revelation 20:13.
Believer, no matter what challenges you face, never forget that the followers of Christ “have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city.  Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.”  Revelation 22:14-15.  Righteousness will triumph, and all that is evil will be defeated! 
