Which Jesus Are You Following?
A variety of competing images of Jesus are vying for our attention today.  Such as:

· The Liberal Jesus:  Liberals, who have departed from a literal interpretation of Scripture, see Jesus as an ideal man, a good teacher, and someone to model our lives after.

· The New Age Jesus:  New Agers, influenced by Eastern mysticism, see Jesus as a spiritual figure of our own making, someone who will bring you personal fulfillment and positive feelings.

· The Liberation Jesus:  Liberation theologians and teachers see Jesus as one who can rescue us from the oppressive capitalist system, including, poverty, injustice, and whatever holds you back.

· The Mormon Jesus:  Mormons believe Jesus was created through a sexual union between Elohim (Father God) and Mary.  Jesus was and is the highest of all created beings.

· The Muslim Jesus:  Muslims see Jesus as Isa, one of many prophets sent by Allah, who takes a back seat to the last and greatest prophet, Muhammad.  To claim that God had a son is very offensive to Muslims.
· The Prosperity Jesus:  Prosperity teachers see Jesus as the great healer and dispenser of material wealth.  Great emphasis is placed upon the unconditional power of prayer, whereby we can “name it and claim it”.

· The Biblical Jesus:  This is the historical person who was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of a virgin in Bethlehem and raised in Nazareth, the God-Man as revealed throughout Scripture.

Five Amazing Facts That Define Jesus Christ:

1.  He Is __________:______________ (Fully God:  100% God)

a. “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  John 1:14.  “No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.”  John 1:18.
b. Historic Catholicism and Protestantism affirm the deity of Jesus, yet 80%+ of Americans today deny that Jesus is the only way to heaven.  Most subscribe to a soft, easy-beliefism at odds with salvation as defined by Jesus (Mark 8:34-38).  
c. “Jesus was either begotten by God, born of a virgin, suspended and reversed the laws of nature at will, and ascended bodily into heaven; or Jesus was a man of illegitimate birth, of a benevolent heart, enthusiastic mind, who set out without pretensions to divinity, ended up believing them, and was punished capitally for sedition.”  Thomas Jefferson, 3rd U.S. President
2. He Is ____________:______________(Fully Man:  100% Man)

a. “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.”  John 1:14.  “We do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are – yet was without sin.”  Hebrews 4:15.
3. He Is _____________:_____________(Full of Grace:  100% Grace)

a. “He…came from the Father, full of grace and truth…From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another.  For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”  John 1:1-17.
4. He Is _____________:_____________(Full of Truth:  100% Truth)

a. “He…came from the Father, full of grace and truth…For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”  John 1:14,17.
b. 613 laws are found in the Torah, which were further embellished by legalistic Pharisees until keeping the law was a heavy burden.  “The law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith.”  Galatians 3:24.
c. “Don’t think I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.”  Matthew 5:17.
5.  He Is _____________:________________(Totally Unique:  100% Unique)

a. 39,000 pastors gathered in the Georgia Dome in Atlanta in February, 1996 for a Promise Keepers Conference for Pastors.  A stirring challenge was given regarding following a politically correct Jesus or the Jesus of the Bible.
b. The “true Jesus” is the Jesus of Scripture:  God-in-the-flesh, virgin-born, sinless, a mighty miracle-worker, an atoning sacrifice, One who resurrected from the dead, One who ascended into heaven, and One who will one day return to earth in power and great glory.  
39,000 Pastors rose in one accord to honor and worship this Jesus!  Is this the Jesus you are following?
