Discussion Questions
Knowing When to Separate –

From Peers
1.  When have you been most impacted by peer pressure?  Why do you think you were seeking approval from people who weren’t good for you?  In what sense did Adam succumb to peer pressure (Genesis 3:17)?  How about Joseph’s brothers succumbing to Judah’s idea to sell Joseph into slavery (Genesis 37:26-27)?  How about Aaron succumbing to the pressure of the crowd to make them a god (Exodus 32:1-4)?  How about Solomon succumbing to the pressure of his wives to worship foreign gods (I Kings 11:1-6)? 
2. What is taught in Psalm 1:1-2 about who we hang out with?  Read Proverbs 2:12-19.  What does verse 12 say about associating with perverse talkers?  In what way does perverse talking lead to greater sins?  What does I Corinthians 5:9ff. say about the danger of having close associations with professing Christians who are living in sin?   What other counsel is giving in this passage?

3. What does Proverbs 23:29-35 teach us about the dangers of hanging out with excessive drinkers?  Why do you think excessive drinking is often accompanied by a whole host of other sins?  How have you personally experienced or observed the dangers of having close friendships with excessive drinkers?

4. Why are we to keep our distance from those who are laughing mockers (see Proverbs 2:14; Psalm 1:1-2)?  How does rejoicing in evil typically lead to a complete disrespect for authority?  Why do you think the command to honor your father and mother is accompanied by a promise that it will go well with you and you will live long?

5. How does hanging around clever deceivers (Proverbs 2:15) influence a person in the wrong direction?  What does Galatians 6:7-8 teach about the fate of those who deceive?  Why are we to steer clear of lustful seducers (Proverbs 2:16)?  What are the dangers of succumbing to sexual temptation?  What are some of the possible consequences of this behavior?  

6. Why are we to be wary of covenant breakers (Proverbs 2:17-18)?  Why do you think God takes covenant breaking so seriously?  

7. What does Proverbs 1:10 say about separating from immoral people?  Why is this especially important if we are living in the end times (Matthew 24:12)? 
