Knowing When to Separate – From Peers
When have you been most impacted by peer pressure?  No person is an island.  We all instinctively crave relationships.  The only question is who these friends will be.  This is critically important for all who wish to follow the Lord, especially in the end times, as the moral foundations of our society crumble (Matthew 24:12).

Adam faced peer pressure from his wife to eat the forbidden fruit.  Joseph’s brothers were swayed by Judah to sell Joseph into slavery.  Solomon was led astray by his foreign wives.  Who we are close to is important!  “Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers, but his delight is in the law of the Lord.”  Psalm 1:1-2.
Six Categories of Immoral People to Beware Of:

1.  ________________(Perverse Talkers)

a. “Wisdom will save you from the ways of wicked men, from men whose words are perverse.”  Proverbs 2:12.  For every word Hitler wrote in Mein Kampf, 125 people died in World War 2.  “The tongue has the power of life and death.”  Proverbs 18:21.
b. While I Corinthians 5:9ff. teaches us that we are not to have close bonds with immoral people, especially if they claim to be believers, we will do business with the immoral, work with them, be neighbors to them, etc.
2. __________________(Excessive Drinkers)

a. “…who leave the straight paths to walk in dark ways.”  Proverbs 2:13.  This particularly applies to heavy drinkers.  “Listen, my son, and be wise and keep your heart on the right path.  Do not join those who drink too much wine.”  Proverbs 23:19-20.
b. “Who has woe?  Who has sorrow?  Who has strife? Who has complaints?  Who has needless bruises?  Who has bloodshot eyes?  Those who linger over wine, who go to sample bowls of mixed wine.  Do not gaze at wine…in the end it bites like a snake and poisons like a viper.”  Proverbs 23:29ff.
3.  ____________________(Laughing Mockers)

a. “…who delight in doing wrong and rejoice in the perverseness of evil.”  Proverbs 2:14.  These people do not have a conscience.  There isn’t a tinge of guilt or shame from their behavior.  They have seared their conscience long ago.
b. “Honor your father and your mother – which is the first command with a promise – that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.”  Ephesians 6:2-3.  How you respond to your parents’ authority will set the standard for how you react to all authority in your life.  “Blessed is the man who does not…sit in the seat of mockers.”  Psalm 1:1.
4.  ___________________(Clever Deceivers)

a. “…whose paths are crooked and who are devious in their ways.”  Proverbs 2:15.  If you hang around deceivers, you’ll learn how to deceive, and you may even get good at it.  But sooner or later, it will catch up with you.
b. “Do not be deceived:  God cannot be mocked.  A man reaps what he sows.  The one who sows to please his sinful nature, fro0m that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.”  Galatians 6:7-8.
5.  ____________________(Lustful Seducers)

a. “It (wisdom) will save you also from the adulteress, from the wayward wife with her seductive words.”  Proverbs 2:16.  Have you ever noticed?  Excessive drinking, perverse talk, and mocking speech nearly always lead to sexual temptation.
b. The “party scene” will often lead to unwanted pregnancies, rapes and sexual assaults, STDs, AIDS, car wrecks, arrests for DWI, embarrassing fines and jail sentences, and sometimes worse – suicide or homicide.  Steer clear of lustful seducers.  
6. ____________________(Covenant Breakers)

a. “(She) has left the partner of her youth and ignored the covenant she made before God.  For her house leads down to death and her paths to the spirit of the dead.  None who go to her return or attain the paths of life.”  Proverbs 2:17-18.
b. When you commit adultery, you sin against your married partner (the horizontal dimension), but more importantly, you sin against God (the vertical dimension).  God takes the covenant you made at your marriage vows very seriously.  
Stay away from close relationships with immoral people who lack a conscience!  “My sin, if sinners entice you, do not give in to them…my son, do not go along with them, do not set foot on their paths; for their feet rush into sin.”  Proverbs 1:10,15.
