Discussion Questions
The Joy of Pursuit
1.  Have you ever fallen in love?  How long did you have to pursue your love interest?  Why do you think so many married couples stop working hard on their relationship after the wedding?  What similarities are there to our relationship with the Lord?  Why do some believers stop pursuing God (growing in their relationship) once they are believers for awhile?  Have you ever experienced a period of dryness in your spiritual walk?  How did you get back on track?

2. Read II Peter 1:1-4.  What stands out to you about verse 2?  What does “grace” mean?  What additional light is given in understanding grace from Ephesians 1:7?  What you ever messed something up big-time, and been shown grace?  What did you learn from that experience?  Why do you think Ernest Hemingway wrote a story about a rebellious son who is forgiven by his father?  Do you find it surprising that Hemingway’s grandparents attended Wheaton College, or that his parents were professing Christians?  Why do you think his mother “disowned” him?  How did her actions drive him further away?  Why do you think he committed suicide, like his father?

3. If you were explaining to another person that we can find grace through our knowledge of God and Jesus, how would you go about this?  Why does the person who is pursuing God come to know and understand grace better than the person who doesn’t pursue God?

4. Look again at II Peter 1:2.  What is meant by “peace”?  When have you experienced this kind of peace in your own life?  Have you ever observed this in others?  Pastor Denny told stories about football coach Tony Dungy and Sonya Tolstoy, the wife of Russian author Leo Tolstoy.  Why do you think Tony Dungy was able to experience peace when his son committed suicide?   Why was Sonya Tolstoy unable to experience such peace in the midst of her husband’s infidelities?  Have you ever experienced feeling trapped like Sonya – unable to escape a terrible situation?  Were you able to experience God’s peace?  Why or why not?  What do we learn from Romans 8:35-38?
5. II Peter 1:2 speaks of having grace and peace in “abundance”, referring to an unending stream of plentiful water flowing out.  Why is this such a picturesque description in the Middle East?  Joy is described as “delight; gaiety; bliss; an ongoing experience of pleasure and happiness”.  What does I Peter 1:8 teach us about joy?  When was the last time you experienced joy in the presence of the Lord?  How did this happen?  
6. Do you agree that “life can really be a drag sometimes”?  Why or why not?  How can the promise that Jesus made in Matthew 28:20 be an encouragement to us?  Have you ever read Pastor John Piper’s book Desiring God?  What did you learn?  Do you agree with the Westminster Confession that “the chief end of man is to glorify God and to enjoy him forever”?  Why or why not?  Are you ready to pursue God with greater diligence?  What rewards can you expect from this?
