The Joy of Pursuit
According to the recent book Billy, the first time Billy Graham met his wife-to-be, Ruth Bell, he was smitten.  His last love interest had dropped him like a hot potato, telling him she wanted to marry someone who was going to make something of his life.  Ruth was the daughter of veteran missionaries to China and envisioned herself being single, serving as a missionary in Tibet…until she met Billy.  Separated for several months, Billy continued to pursue Ruth, inevitably leading to marriage.

The joy of pursuit can fade in marriage just as it can in our spiritual walk with the Lord – especially after the initial thrill of being saved.  Whereas we may have once shared our faith with excitement, a dull monotony can often settle in.
Three Marvelous Gifts for Those Who Continue Pursuing the Lord:

1.  Abundant ___________(Grace) Which Overcomes Our ______(Sins).

a. “Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.”  II Peter 1:2; Grace is God’s free, unmerited favor toward sinner, granting believers complete forgiveness forever. “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace.”  Ephesians 1:7.
b. Author Ernest Hemingway often wrote about forgiveness, probably with some degree of longing.  His parents virtually disowned him, upset with his liberal lifestyle.  Eventually Ernest, like his father, committed suicide.
c. Grace is available through the “knowledge” of God.  What is referred to here is a full, rich, thorough knowledge; to have an intimate understanding.  This can be developed through worship, Bible reading and study, prayer, and discussions with other believers.
2. Abundant ___________(Peace) Which Overcomes Our ________(Trials).

a. “Grace and peace be yours in abundance…”  II Peter 1:2.  The word “peace” means to have a profound sense of well-being in the midst of trials, difficulties, and problems.  It is possible to have a deep-seated sense of security and contentment during the storms of life through a whole-hearted pursuit of God.
b. Sonya Tolstoy, wife of the great Russian author Leo Tolstoy, lived for fifty years with her husband’s infidelities.  Like many today, she was trapped in an unpleasant situation with no good options.
c. “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?...No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.”  Romans 8:35,37.
3. Abundant ____________(Joy) Which Overcomes Our __________(Sadness).

a. “Grace and peace be yours in abundance …” II Peter 1:2.  The word “abundance” refers to unending streams of abundant water flowing out to us.  In a desert region with an arid climate, waterfalls and springs were especially precious.
b. “Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy.”  I Peter 1:8.  Joy is defined as “delight; gaiety; bliss; an ongoing experience of pleasure and happiness.”
c. Life can really be a drag sometimes.  It can be boring, or sad, or depressing, or scary.  What it shouldn’t be is lonely.  Why?  Because Jesus said, “Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  Matthew 28:20.
Pastor John Piper of Bethlehem Baptist Church in Minneapolis has designed his whole ministry around one theme – “Desiring God” – the title of one of his earliest books.  Piper works off one of the centerpiece statements in the historic Westminster Confession, which states, “The chief end of man is to glorify God and to enjoy him forever.”  Are you doing that?
