Discussion Questions
Our Job and His
1.  Have you ever heard of Marianne Williamson?  Are you familiar with her worldview that sin and guilt are illusions and that forgiveness isn’t necessary?  What would you say to someone who doesn’t believe that there is a right and wrong, but that we are to just do the most loving thing?  To what extent his this philosophy impacted America?

2. Read John 1:19-37.  How does John the Baptist view himself in verses 19-27?  What did Jesus say about John the Baptist in Matthew 11:11?  Given the way John viewed himself, how do you think we should view ourselves today?  When you describe yourself to others or are invited to “tell a little about yourself”, do you typically mention that you are a Christian, a follower of Jesus Christ?  Do you see your mission in life as primarily that of a witness, the way that John did?  What do you need to work on most in your life as you reflect on the purpose of your life?  
3. Notice how John describes Jesus in verses 29-34.  How would you summarize the mission of Jesus, especially in light of Matthew 1:21?  What significance did a “lamb” have for Jewish people, especially in light of the Passover observance?  How do liberal theologians fall short in the way they view Jesus?  Or New Agers?  Or liberation theologians and preachers?  Or Mormons?  Or Muslims?  Or prosperity teachers?  Why do we miss the mark when we view the mission of Jesus primarily in light of our immediate needs?  What did Jesus say to Pilate about why he came?  See John 18:36.  What is taught in II Corinthians 4:17-18?  What did Jesus teach in Matthew 10:28 and John 10:10?  
4. In light of John 1:29, Matthew 1:21, and Luke 19:10, what is the greatest need of mankind?  What does it mean to be lost?  What is the remedy that Jesus offers in John 1:12?  What is the problem with the social gospel today (viewing the gospel primarily or exclusively as meeting physical needs)?  Can you think of someone you know how is an excellent witness for Jesus, and ministers to both physical and spiritual needs, keeping these in proper balance?  Why is it important to minister to people’s physical needs while never forgetting the primacy of their spiritual needs – that they need a Savior most of all?  What do you need to adjust or change in your life so that you are an effective witness for Jesus, a voice crying in the wilderness like John the Baptist?  
