Our Job and His
Marianne Williamson, influenced by atheist Helen Schucman’s A Course on Miracles, wrote her own rendition, A Return to Love, in 1992.  After an appearance on Oprah, her career rocketed and she became a spiritual advisor to Hillary Clinton, even teaching a New Age seminar at Camp David, the presidential retreat center, in 1994.  She taught that sin and guilt are illusions; therefore, we have no need for forgiveness.  She also taught that we are one with the universe and innately good.
Williamson’s relativistic worldview dominates our culture.  Traditional morals and ethics have been turned upside down.  She argues that the only thing that actually exists is love.  “Love in your mind produces love in your life.  This is the meaning of heaven.  Fear in your mind produces fear in your life.  This is the meaning of hell.”  (A Return to Love, p. 21)
Three Beliefs Where Our Christian Worldview Clashes With a Humanistic Worldview:

1.  How We View ____________(Ourselves)

a. Although Jesus recognizes John the Baptist as the greatest human ever born (Matthew 11:11), John sees himself with genuine humility.  He was asked four questions:
i. “Who are you?”  John 1:19, NKJV.  He answered, “I am not the Christ.”  John 1:20.
ii. “Are you Elijah?’  He said, ‘I am not.’”  John 1:21.
iii. “Are you the Prophet?’  He answered, ‘No’”  John 1:21.
iv. “Who are you?...What do you say about yourself?’…’I am the voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’”  John 1:22-23.
b. John goes further to describe himself as an unworthy servant by saying, “Among you stands one you do not know.  He is the one who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.”  John 1:26-27.  
c. Like John, in following Christ our identity should be that of a slave, and our mission that of a witness.  False religions focus on self-righteousness, while the true Christian points to the righteousness of Christ which saves them. 
2. How We View ____________(Jesus)

a. “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!  This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.”  John 1:29.  
b. Although Jesus is called “Son of God” (v. 34), “Rabbi” (v. 38), “Messiah” (v. 41), “King of Israel” (v. 49), and “Son of Man” (v. 51), his preeminent mission to save was summarized by the angel, “You are to give him the name Jesus because he will save his people from their sins.”  Matthew 1:21.
c. Although liberals see Jesus as our model, New Agers as our guru, liberation theologians as our deliverer, Mormons as our elder brother, Muslims as a prophet, and prosperity teachers as a healer, all of these views which focus on the present fall short.  Jesus plainly said, “My kingdom is not of this world.”  John 18:36. 
d. “Our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but what is unseen.  For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”  II Corinthians 4:17-18. 
3. How We View _____________(the World)

a. “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”  John 1:29.  The world has a sin problem that needs to be solved, and only Jesus can do that.  He is One “who will baptize with the Holy Spirit” (v. 33).  He is “the Son of God” (v. 34).  Jesus said, “Follow me.” (v. 43).  He can open heaven and command angels (v. 51).  
b. Jesus viewed the world as lost.  “I have come to seek and to save those who are lost.”  Luke 19:10.  The greatest need of the world is to believe.  “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.”  John 1:12.  
c. Many professing Christians have stressed the social gospel (meeting physical needs) that the real gospel (freedom from sin, hell, death, and Satan) has been drowned out.  Jesus fed the hungry and healed the sick, but it was a mere prelude to his final act of redemption on a cross.  He fully intended to liberate us from far more than earthly oppressors!
Christian ministries focused exclusively on meeting material needs miss the boat!  Our greatest problems aren’t physical but spiritual.  First and foremost, we need a Savior.  Are you prepared to be a witness, a voice crying in the wilderness like John the Baptist, pointing the way to Jesus?
