Discussion Questions
Grace At Christmas:  The Life of Bathsheba

1.  Have you been a fan of Sandi Patti and her music?  What were your feelings when you heard of her moral failings?  Have you read Broken on the Back Row?  Do you feel that she sincerely repented of her sin, and has been forgiven and restored?  Why or why not?

2. Read II Samuel 11.  How is the story of Bathsheba similar to that of Sandi Patti’s?  How is it different?  How is physical beauty a God-given blessing that can be used for good or evil?  Have you seen people blessed with exceptional beauty, wealth, talent, or other exceptional attributes use these blessings to glorify the Lord?  Have you witnessed people using these things for selfish pursuits?  What did Jesus say about the one who has been given much in Luke 12:48?  

3. What clues are given in II Samuel 11:1-5 that may indicate that Bathsheba was a seductive and scheming woman?  Do you personally believe she was enticing David or do you believe she was simply naïve?  Why?  What should this account teach us about the importance of modesty and not doing things that would deliberately entice someone else to sin?  

4. Read Proverbs 4:23.  Why is this command given?  Do you believe that most sins are impulsive, irrational acts or do you believe that most sins are the result of crossing numerous moral lines before succumbing?  What was impulsive about David and Bathsheba’s actions?  What clues are there that indicate this sin was a result of moral lines that had already been crossed at earlier times?  
5. What were some of the results of David and Bathsheba’s sin (see II Samuel 11:16-17; 26-27; 12:15-18)?  How sorry do you think David and Bathsheba were at that point?  Do you still think at that point that they thought they had got away with their sin with relative little damage?   Do you think Bathsheba genuinely mourned for her husband and his fallen comrades?

6. What other consequences did David and Bathsheba endure (II Samuel 12:7-12)?  How do you think it was living in a palace where subversion and treachery were everyday occurrences?  What do you think of Charles Spurgeon’s quote “God does not allow his children to sin successfully”?  Or Warren Wiersbe’s statement “The evil things we do in life are paid for on the installment plan.”  Have you experienced or witnessed this?

7. Do you think Bathsheba genuinely repented like her husband (Psalm 51:17)?  Does it seem fair to you that she was the mother of King Solomon, and honored with being in the line of Christ (Matthew 1:1-6)?  What does this teach you about grace?  What lasting lessons have you learned from the life of Bathsheba? 
