Grace At Christmas – The Life of Bathsheba
Sandi Patti, contemporary Christian music’s leading singer in the 1980’s, shocked the evangelical world with a confession in the early 1990’s of a long-running extramarital affair.  In 2005, Sandi wrote about her journey through the tragedy of sin, and the renewal of hope in Broken on the Back Row.  Sandi is a modern-day Bathsheba whose failures are chronicled in II Samuel 11-12, and whose restoration is evident from her inclusion in the family line of Jesus (Matthew 1:1-6).  
Seven Stages in Bathsheba’s Journey of Grace:

1.  She Was __________(Stunning).

a. “One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the palace.  From the roof he saw a woman bathing.  The woman was very beautiful.”  II Samuel 11:2.
b. If you have been blessed with beauty, talent, athleticism, intelligence, wealth, or other valued attributes, how will you invest these blessings?  “To whom much is given…much will be required.”  Luke 12:48, NKJV.
2.  She Was ___________(Seductive).

a. “From the roof he saw a woman bathing.”  It is highly unlikely that Bathsheba was simply naïve, given the prominence of the palace.  More likely, she was deliberately enticing the king through her immodesty.  This was the first step in a tragic downward spiral.
3.  She Was ___________(Scheming).

a. Given her shrewdness and savvy in defending her son, Solomon, in I Kings 1, Dr. Warren Wiersbe and many other Bible scholars have concluded that Bathsheba was likely hatching a plot, especially since she knew she was likely to get pregnant (II Samuel 11:4).
b. Even given the powerful authority of the king, Bathsheba would have had strong grounds for refusing his request, given that the nation of Israel was bound by covenant to obey the Lord.  Adultery was forbidden, to be penalized by stoning to death (Leviticus 20:10; Deuteronomy 22:22-24).
4. She Was ____________(Sinful).

a. “Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.”  Proverbs 4:23.  Bathsheba didn’t do this, and neither did King David.  
b. In the same way, Sandi Patti acknowledges the moral lines she crossed by placing herself in tempting situations.  If you play with fire long enough, sooner or later, you are going to get burned!
5. She Was ___________(Sorry).

a. Although there is pleasure in sin “for a short time” (Hebrews 11:25), Bathsheba paid a terrible price, including the death of her husband and his soldier friends (II Samuel 11:17, 26-27), and the death of her firstborn son (II Samuel 12:18).  Sin has a way of taking you further than you want to go, and keeping you longer than you want to stay.
6. She Was ____________(Sentenced).

a. “God will not allow his servants to sin successfully.”  (Charles Spurgeon).  “The evil things we do in life are paid for on the installment plan.”  (Dr. Warren Wiersbe).  
b. The sword will never depart from your house…Before your very eyes I will take your wives and give them to one who is close to you, and he will lie with your wives in broad daylight.  You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad daylight before all Israel.”  II Samuel 12:10-12.  Bathsheba, along with King David, lived in a continual state of insecurity and humiliation due to the turmoil in his family.
7. She Was ______________(Selected).

a. Like her husband, we are led to believe that Bathsheba fully repented for her sins.  “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.”  Psalm 51:17.  Bathsheba’s next son would be the legendary King Solomon.  More importantly, Bathsheba is given an honor reserved for only four women – to be listed in the family line of Christ (Matthew 1:1-6).
What if you have totally messed up your life?  Is there still hope for you?  Are there sins that are simply unforgiveable?  Bathsheba’s life is ample proof that no one is beyond grace!  Are you experiencing this amazing grace today?  Are you extending this same grace to others who have failed you?  
