Discussion Questions
Knowing When to Separate – From False Teachers
1.  Have you ever been in a supposedly ‘Christian’ setting, and heard teaching that was clearly false and unbiblical?  How did you respond?  Why is it so important for our children to know that premarital sex is not only unbiblical, but it will have many other harmful consequences? 

2. Read Colossians 2:1-10.  Look at verses 6-7.  What do these verses teach about knowing the truth of God’s Word?  Why is this the first step in understanding what false teaching is, and in assessing when to separate from it?  What does it mean to be rooted in our faith?  What does it mean to be built up in Christ?  What does it mean to be strengthened in our faith?  Why is it important to be overflowing with thanksgiving?  Why, according to Matthew 24:4-5, 11, 23-24, is it going to be especially challenging to be a Christian in the end times?  What was Jesus’ warning given in verse 12?  

3. Look at Colossians 2:8.  What does it mean when a false teaching is hollow?  Can you give an example of a hollow teaching that you were able to identify as false?  What does it mean when a false teaching is deceptive?  Have you noticed how false ideologies are often rejected by society, then tolerated, then accommodated, then accepted, then celebrated, and then an effort is made to silence those in opposition?  Can you see how the proponents of evolution, homosexual behavior, anti-Semitism (especially among the Nazis), and abortion have followed this path?  

4. Look again at verse 8.  What does it mean to say that a false ideology is humanistic?  Why is it humanistic to believe that other religions could be legitimate too?  Why is it humanistic to deny the doctrine of hell?  Why is it humanistic to question whether man needs to have his sins forgiven, especially since he is ‘intrinsically good’?  What does it mean to say that false ideologies are worldly?  What worldly strategies have been employed by homosexual activists to alter public opinion?  How are these same strategies being employed by mainline denominations in an effort to persuade their people that homosexual behavior is biblical and morally acceptable?  
5. Look at verses 9-10.  What essentials of the faith are given in these verses which can help us in assessing when to separate from questionable teaching?  Why is the doctrine of God (theology proper) the pre-eminent doctrine of the Christian faith?  How is God revealed through the incarnation of Jesus Christ and the inspiration of the Scriptures?  How are the doctrines of Christ and Scripture inextricably interwoven with the doctrine of God?  

6. Why is it important, when assessing belief in God to probe regarding beliefs about his greatness, goodness, and justice?  Why is it important to probe about whether one believes in the deity and humanity of Christ, as well as his atoning work and resurrection from the dead?  Why is it important to probe about whether one believes in the inerrancy, sufficiency, and uniqueness of the Bible?  What counsel would you give to others regarding when to separate from false teachers and false teaching?  What does Jude 22-23 say about this?
