Knowing When to Separate – From False Teachers
In the winter of 1979 at Bethel College, a local marriage counselor taught a evening course on Marriage and Family.  Midway through the course, he posed the question one day, “How intimate should a couple be during engagement?”  Advocating greater intimacy in all areas, he came dangerously close to approving premarital sex.  Not only was this in opposition to the clear teaching of Scripture, Josh McDowell has shown in Why True Love Waits hundreds of practical reasons why impurity before marriage is unwise.
To what extent do we separate ourselves as Christians from secular ideology, false teaching, and the philosophies of this world, even when we find them in a supposedly ‘Christian’ environment?

Three Biblical Principles In Evaluating False Ideologies (Colossians 2:6-10):

1.  Thoroughly _________(Know) the Truth of ____________(God’s Word).

a. “So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him rooted and built up in him, strengthened in  the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.”  Colossians 2:6-7.
b. Your survival as a believer in the end times is dependent on being grounded in your faith.  Three times Jesus warns us in Matthew 24 that we will face hordes of false teachers in the end times (vs. 4-5, 11, 23-24).  Jesus also warns us that “the love of most will grow cold.”  (vs. 12).
c. We must be rooted in our faith (thoroughly familiar with the Word), built up (learning the foundations of our faith and building on that), strengthened (exercising our spiritual muscles like a weightlifter), and overflowing with thanksgiving (contented, worshiping and praising God).
2. Carefully ___________(Identify) the Marks of ______________(False Teaching).

a. “See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.”  Colossians 2:8.
b. False teaching is hollow.  It is devoid of substance.  It leads to nothingness.  It’s devoid of truth.  
c. False teaching is deceptive, often following a predictable pathway.  First it is rejected by society, then tolerated, then accommodated, then accepted, then celebrated, and finally there are attempts to silence other viewpoints.  Proponents of homosexual behavior, evolution, anti-Semitism, and abortion have all followed this pathway to societal acceptance. 
d. False teaching is humanistic which has led to a denial of the exclusive claims of Christ (who are we to say other religions couldn’t be right too?), and a denial of hell (why would any human being be deserving of such punishment?), and a denial of the atonement (why does man, essentially good, need to have his sins forgiven?). 
e. False teaching is worldly.  Homosexual activists, in a carefully orchestrated campaign, have reversed strong opposition to homosexual behavior and are on the verge of achieving societal endorsement for gay marriage.
3. Prayerfully ___________(Consider) the Essentials of _________(Our Doctrine) in Your Assessment.

a. “For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority.”  Colossians 2:9-10.
b. Pre-eminent among the doctrines is the doctrine of God (theology proper).  Although we learn something about Him from creation itself, and from the presence of our conscience (general revelation), God is primarily revealed through two sources:  1) the Incarnation of Jesus Christ; and 2) the Inspiration of the Scriptures.
c. When assessing belief in the doctrine of God, ask if one believes in God’s greatness (omniscience, omnipotence, and omni-presence), God’s goodness (that he is loving, merciful, and gracious), and God’s justice (that he is pure, righteous, holy, and abhors sin).
d. When assessing belief in the doctrine of Christ, ask if one believes that Jesus is fully God and fully man, ask if one believes that Christ atoned for the sins of all who would believe in him on the cross, and ask in one believes that Christ rose from the dead and is coming again.
e. When assessing belief in the doctrine of Scripture, ask if one believes the Bible is inerrant (whether to do with science, history, or doctrine), sufficient (to save us and show us how to live), and incomparable (unique from any other book and able to make us totally “complete” – II Timothy 3:16).
Although no person or institution hits the very center of the bull’s eye with it comes to ideology (I Corinthians 13:12), we are still challenged, “See to it that no one takes you captive…” (Colossians 2:8).  If you conclude you must separate from certain people or institutions, do so with grace and dignity.  
“Be merciful to those who doubt; snatch others from the fire and save them; to others show mercy, mixed with fear – hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh.”  Jude 22-23.
