Discussion Questions
Everything We Need

1.  Have you ever felt like Job, like one thing after the next happens in a downward spiral?  Have you ever observed this in others?  Did they maintain their faith during this time?   Why do you think that some waver under pressure, while others thrive and grow in their walk with the Lord?

2. Read II Peter 3:1-4.  Have you ever experienced “divine power”?  How did this occur?  How did it change your life?  What do you think kept Billy Graham going during his seasons of doubt as his friend Charles Templeton renounced his faith?  Can you pick out times in your life where you have been “filled with the Spirit” (see Ephesians 5:18)?  What led up this infilling?  What happened as a result of being filled with the Spirit?

3. Have you ever felt like the heavens were shut tight?  Have you ever felt like you pray and pray and pray and nothing happens?  Why do you think the Lord allows us to go through such experiences?  Why do you think the Israelites still rejected the Lord in spite of the all the miracles they saw (see Numbers 14:10-12; 20-23)?  Why do you think Daniel maintained his faith in spite of all the tragedy that befell his nation and his people (Daniel 1:1-8)?  Do miraculous answers to prayer necessarily result in a more vibrant faith?  Why do you think God sometimes “turns the lights out” on us?
4. What does II Peter 1:3 teach us about how to attain and acquire God’s blessings?  What does it mean to truly “know” the Lord?  What is the difference between knowing about someone and really knowing them?  What does Matthew 7:13-14 and Matthew 13:46 teach us about the level of commitment that the Lord requires of us?  When did you experience “knowledge” on this level?
5. Read II Peter 1:4.  How do the promises of God help us?  What sorts of corruption have the promises of God saved you from?  Have you observed this in others?  What does the story about Fyodor Dostoevsky (who faced a firing squad and was then spared at the last second) teach us about how God uses painful experiences in our lives for our good and his glory?  What trial are you facing right now?  What have you learned this past week that will help you in facing this trial?
