Discussion Questions
Introducing Jesus, the God-Man

1. Would you agree that Christianity seems to be on the decline in the U.S.?  What evidence would you cite to support this?  Have you noticed the steep decline in priests, nuns, and Catholic school attendance?  Why do you think Catholicism has been especially hard hit?  Do you agree with Dostoyevsky’s assertion, “When God is dead, anything is possible”?  Why do you believe abortions, illegitimate births, and prison population have all skyrocketed in the last fifty years?  

2. Does it surprise you that 94% of Muncie, Indiana high-schoolers agreed that “Christianity is the one true religion” in 1924, while today close to that percentage would disagree with that assessment?  What does this say about how Jesus is perceived in our country today as compared to a century ago?  What happened?  

3. Pastor Denny stated on Sunday that “if you want to be a faithful Christian today that is loyal to the Scriptures, you are going to have to fight with everything that is in you.”  How do we do that?  In what way is our culture hostile to Christian truth, or biblical purity?  

4. Read John 1:1-5.  Three extraordinary claims are made about Jesus Christ, the first being that he is God of the universe (verses 1-2).  How would you explain this verse to a non-Christian?  What evidence is there that the claim of Jehovah’s Witnesses that Jesus is “a god” is not a correct interpretation?  What evidence is there that Jesus is not a created being?  How do we correctly explain Colossians 1:15?  
5. Who is sitting on the throne in Revelation 20:11?  Who are “the dead, great and small”?  What about those who reviled the name of Jesus?  Why do you think there is such an appalling disrespect for God today?

6. What does John 1:3 teach about Jesus being the Creator of the universe?  Why do you think Satan has assaulted this doctrine so viciously since the publication of Origin of the Species by Darwin in 1859?  Why do you think the biblical account of creation in Genesis 1-11 is so scoffed at today?  Do you agree that creation is a “signature doctrine” for the church today?  Why or why not?

7. What does John 1:4-5 teach about Jesus being the Sustainer of the universe?  In what sense does Jesus give you life right now?  In what sense does Jesus offer eternal life?  What does Philippians 1:6 promise the believer?  Why is it important for Christians today to hang on to the promise in John 1:5 that the darkness will not overcome the light?  In what way was the Wales revival of 1905-06 so powerful?  Have you witnessed any powerful revivals in your lifetime?  Do you think God can work like that today?  Are you praying and working toward that?
