Introducing Jesus, the God-Man
The cover of Newsweek for Easter 2009 was entitled “The Decline and Fall of Christian America”.  Pat Buchanan, in his new book Suicide of a Superpower, argues that our national crisis is primarily spiritual in nature, “When faith dies, the culture dies, the civilization dies, the people die.”  In the last fifty years, fifty million have been aborted in America, with our illegitimacy rate soaring from 5% to 41% of all births.  Prison population is up 700%.

In 1924, 94% of Muncie, Indiana high school students agreed that “Christianity is the one true religion”.  By 1977, that had fallen to 38%.  Today, if Muncie is representative of the US, about 10% would agree.  Today if you intend to be a faithful Christian loyal to the Scriptures, you will have to fight with everything that is in you.  “Contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints.”  Jude 3.  Begin by incorporating the truths of John’s gospel in your life.
Three Extraordinary Claims of Jesus Christ:

1.  He Is ______ of the Universe

a. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.”  John 1:1-2.  Jesus was with Father at the beginning.  The Greeks portrayed “the Word” as a creative force that gave the universe meaning and order.  The Jews saw “the Word” as synonymous with the presence and power of the Lord.  Both are true of Jesus.
b. John 1:1 reveals Jesus as “God”, not “a god” as the Jehovah’s Witnesses and other cults claim.  The Mormons see Jesus as “divine” and “God-like”, but not equal with God.  Both would claim that Jesus is a created being, “the firstborn over all creation” (Colossians 1:15).  “Firstborn”, however, refers to his superior position or rank, not chronological order.
c. Jesus will be the final judge.  “Then I saw a great white throne and him who is seated on it.  Earth and sky fled from his presence and there was no place for them.  And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne.”  Revelation 20:11.  He will be the judge, the jury, and the appeals court.  His verdict will be final.
2. He Is __________(Creator) of the Universe
a. “Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.”  John 1:3.  Only God can make something out of nothing.  For the last 150 years Satan has launched a frontal assault on the doctrine of creation, starting with Origin of the Species written by Charles Darwin in 1859.  
b. Intelligent Christians need not retreat a single inch from the clear claims of Genesis 1-11.  The chronologies of Genesis 5 and 11 establish creation as occurring in the vicinity of 4000 BC.  God, the Father, Son, and Spirit were all present.  “Let us make man in our image.”  Genesis 1:27.
3. He Is __________(Sustainer) of the Universe

a. “In him was life, and that life was the light of men.  The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.”  John 1:4-5.  Jesus is the source of our physical life, as well as our spiritual or eternal life.  For those who are “in Christ”, Philippians 1:6 says, “He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”  
b. John 1:5 is the first glimpse we have of the long, enduring struggle between the kingdom of light, headed by Christ, and the kingdom of darkness, headed by Satan.  John 1:5 is best translated “the darkness has not overcome it”, which is a promise Christians need to always remember.
The coal-mining region of Wales, part of Great Britain, was swept by revival in 1905-06.  Led by an evangelist named Evan Roberts, 74,000 were added to church rolls in about six months.  Arrests for drunkenness in the city of Glamorgan fell from 11,000 in 1904 to 5000 in 1906.  In some mines, work came to a standstill as the horses, accustomed to swearing and cursing, no longer understood the commands of their masters.  

Do you long for heaven-sent revival today?  Will you pray and work to that end?  
