Knowing What to Believe – About My Family
According to a huge new study on religion called American Grace (by Putnam and Campbell), one single earthquake event towers over everything else when considering the massive changes in American culture over the last sixty years – the sexual revolution of the late 1960’s and early 1970’s (p. 91-100).  74% of Catholics surveyed in 1963 agreed that premarital sex was morally wrong – by 1974, only 35% agreed, with beliefs among the general public following close behind.
Views on premarital sex are a potent indicator of more general views on sexual morality.  Once this taboo fell, others were close behind.  Dr. Daniel Heimbach, in his book True Sexual Morality  shows how sexual morality acts as a pivot point for the moral crisis our society now faces (p. 39).  This is true for our culture, and it is true for us as individuals.

Three Bedrock Principles About Family That Will Lead to Immeasurable Blessing:
1.  Sex Is __________(Precious).

a. It is to be __________(personal) or __________(relational).  Adam said of Eve, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh” (Genesis 2:23).
b. It is to be __________(exclusive) or _________(unique).  “They will become one flesh”  (Genesis 2:24).
c. It is to be ___________(intimate) or _________(profound).  “A man will leave his father and his mother, and be united to his wife.”  (Genesis 2:24).
d. It is to be __________(fruitful) or __________(productive).  “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth”  (Genesis 1:28).
e. It is to be __________(selfless) and __________(sacrificial).  “The wife’s body does not belong to her alone, but also to her husband.  In the same way, the husband’s body does not belong to him alone, but also to his wife” (I Corinthians 7:4).
f. It is to be ___________(complex) and ______________(multi-dimensional).  “May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ”  (I Thessalonians 5:23).
g. It is to be __________(complementary) – uniting corresponding __________(differences).  “It is not good for man to be alone.  I will make a helper suitable for him”  (Genesis 2:18).
2. Marriage Is ____________(Permanent).

a. “What God has joined together, let man not separate.”  (words of Jesus, Matthew 19:6).
b. Nine consecutive chapters of God’s Word (Proverbs 1-9) are devoted primarily to warning us of the consequences of adultery.  Will God forgive if we are sincerely repentant?  Absolutely, but there may be lasting scars.
c. “Rejoice in the wife of your youth.  A loving doe, a graceful deer – may her breasts satisfy you always, may you ever be captivated by her love.”  Proverbs 5:18-19.
d. God intended for your marriage partner to be your best friend, your confidante, your soul-mate, and your lover.  We work on the first three before marriage, with our sexual relationship intended to be an unbreakable bond that will cement together an already healthy relationship.
e. “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard.  But it was not this way from the beginning.”  (words of Jesus, Matthew 19:8).
3. Children Are __________(Priceless).

a. In the 31 nations of the European Union, the fertility rate has fallen to 1.38, far below the 2.11 rate needed for a culture to sustain itself.  In the US and Canada, the non-Latino birthrate is 1.6.  Factoring in the Latino population, we are at 2.1 in the US, the bare minimum needed to sustain our population.
b. “Sons are a heritage from the Lord, children a reward from him.  Like arrows in the hands of a warrior are sons born in one’s youth.  Blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them.”  Psalm 127:3-5.
c. “Blessed are all who fear the Lord…your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your house; your sons will be like olive shoots around your table.  Thus is the man blessed who fears the Lord…may you live to see your children’s children.”  Psalm 128:1-6.
In the book Ruth Von Kleist:  Matriarch of Conspiracy (Ruth was grandmother to Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s fiancé), we see the beauty and value of how the Prussian aristocracy handled courtship and marriage.  The children of these unions formed the heart of the German officer corps in both World War 1 and 2.  
With a long heritage rooted in biblical values, the virginity of each child was carefully guarded by the whole community and society.   As strong marital unions were highly prized, divorce was viewed as scandalous and virtually unheard of.   The entire culture was focused on rearing honorable children, well-mannered and self-disciplined.  Are you incorporating these values into your life and the lives of your children?
