Discussion Questions
“Developing My Core Convictions”

1.  Have you ever personally struggled with the desire to be salt and light in our culture, as Jesus commanded in Matthew 5:13,14, and the biblical command to “Come out from them and be separate” (II Corinthians 6:17)?  Do you think this tension is more difficult to resolve for Christians today than it was for Christians who lived thirty years ago?  Why?  Do you know anyone who home schools?  Why do they do this?  Why do other Christian parents choose to put their children in public schools?  
2. Do you believe the most important conviction we can help our children and new believers to develop is over what they will believe?   How would you describe the gift that Jesus offered in John 4:13-14?  What are the core elements of our faith that need to be engrafted into our lives?  Why is it important for our children to develop deep convictions about marriage, sex, purity, and children (see Matthew 19:4-5)?  Why is it important for them to seek to discover God’s calling and plan for their lives (see Ephesians 2:10)?  

3. How do we teach our children to the importance of the command given in I Corinthians 15:33?  Why are immoral people especially dangerous to associate with?  What does Colossians 2:8 teach us about adopting ungodly ideologies and philosophies?  What warning is given us in I Timothy 6:9,11?
4. Why is it important to engage our culture in seeking to evangelize them (I Peter 3:15)?  How does Ephesians 4:29 teach us about edifying others?  What does Romans 12:15 teach us about empathizing with others?  Why does our culture need us as believers to be salt and light as Jesus intended for us?

5. Why is it important to teach our children and new believers how to turn to God in times of need (Matthew 11:28)?  Why is it important to cultivate relationships with a faithful few that we can turn to in times of need (Proverbs 4:18,19)?  Why is the whole church body critical to us when crisis hits (Hebrews 10:25)?

6. Why is it important to remember our hope when the chips are down (Titus 2:15)?  Why is it important to remind ourselves of our home when we are tempted to drift from the Lord (Malachi 2:15)?  Why should we also think about our heroes when we are tempted to give up (Hebrews 12:1)?  

7. What is the promise given in Philippians 1:6?  How has that promise been real in your life?  Given that the time of Christ’s return will resemble the days of Lot (Luke 17:28-30), why is it especially critical that we work hard in helping others to develop their core convictions?  Are you willing to help with this?
