Developing My Core Convictions
As our culture slides away from its Judeo-Christian heritage, believers are left with a tension between engaging the culture and separating from the culture.  At times, we are called to be “the salt of the earth” and “the light of the world” (Matthew 5:13,14), and at other times we are called to “come out from them and be separate” (II Corinthians 6:17).  

Underscoring this tension is how we choose as believers to educate our children.  1.5 million Americans were home-schooled in 2007, with 85% of parents citing “the social environment of public schools” as one of their key reasons.  Other believing parents cite the opportunities for them and their children to be salt and light as they remain committed to the public schools.  In either situation, helping our children develop their core convictions is critical.
Developing Five Core Convictions:
1.  Knowing ________(What) to _________(Believe)

a. About your _______(faith).  “Whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst.”  John 4:13.  
b. About your _______(family).  “At the beginning the Creator made them male and female and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and his mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh’”.  Matthew 19:4-5.  We must learn to rejoice over the gift of our gender, to affirm attraction for the opposite sex, to prize the gift of purity, and to value the gift of children.  
c. About your ________(future).  “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”  Ephesians 2:10.
2. Knowing _______(When) to __________(Separate)

a. From ________(immoral) people without a ___________(conscience).  “Do not be misled:  Bad company corrupts good character.”  I Corinthians 15:33.
b. From ________(ideological) people without a __________(compass).  “See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.”  Colossians 2:8.
c. From _________(influential) people without __________(Christian convictions).  “People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction…but you, man of God, flee from all this.”  I Timothy 6:9,11.
3. Knowing ______(How) to ________(Engage)
a. By ___________(evangelizing).  “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect.”  I Peter 3:15.
b. By ___________(edifying).  “Don’t let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs.”  Ephesians 4:29.
c. By ___________(empathizing).  “Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.”  Romans 12:15.
4. Knowing _______(Where) to ______(Turn)

a. To your ________(Father).  “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”  Matthew 11:28.
b. To a ___________(faithful few).  “The path of the righteous is like the first gleam of dawn…but the way of the wicked is like deep darkness.”  Proverbs 4:18,19.
c. To your _________(fellowship of Christian friends).  “Let us not give up meeting together… but encourage one another.”  Hebrews 10:25.
5. Knowing ______(Why) to ____________(Persevere)

a. Because of my ________(hope).  “We wait for the blessed hope – the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.”  Titus 2:13.
b. Because of my ________(home).  “Guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith with the wife of your youth.”  Malachi 2:15.
c. Because of my ________(heroes).   “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders…and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.”  Hebrews 12:1.
Jesus warned us, “…It was the same in the days of Lot…It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed.” (Luke 17:28, 30).  As our culture continues its descent into the darkness of Sodom, will you join with us at AEFC in raising up a faithful generation? 


