Discussion Questions
The Rewards of Following Christ and His Word

1.  Do you think living a godly life makes a person happier?  How have you experienced or observed this?  Were you surprised by the evidence showing that marriage brings many benefits to couples that cohabiters don’t enjoy?  What does Psalm 1 teach us about following God and his Word?  What would you say to someone who said that they moved in with their girl/boyfriend to save money?  

2. Read II Peter 3:14-18.  In what way does reading and applying Scripture reveal wisdom to you?  Have you ever talked to someone who thought he/she could come out ahead by working seven days a week?  What does Leviticus 26:2-5 teach?  Have you ever discussed whether tithing is beneficial to us with another believer who questioned this?  What does Malachi 3:10 teach?  

3. How does Scripture harmonize truth (see verse 15 where Peter appeals to also consult the letters of Paul)?  How have you used another passage of Scripture to shed light on the passage of Scripture you were studying?  Can you think of other doctrines, such as the prohibition on polygamy, that require us to consult the whole counsel of God before arriving at conclusions?

4. How does Scripture clarify ignorance (see verse 16)?  Can you give an example of something you were ignorant of before studying what the Scriptures had to say about that subject?  How does Scripture correct distortions (verse 16)?  Can you give an example of a false teaching that twists and distorts the plain, literal meaning found in the text of Scripture?  How does Scripture guard purity (see verse 17)?  In what way is sexual sin in a class by itself as a very dangerous and deadly sin (see I Corinthians 6:18)?
5. How does Scripture expose error (see verse 17)?  Describe your own devotional life (prayer and reading of the Bible).  Why is it especially important in our age to soak in the Scriptures versus doing a light reading?  How does Scripture serve to preserve our faith (verse 17)?  Can you give examples of those who have shipwrecked their faith, like Alexander and Hymenaeus (I Timothy 1:19)?  How can we prevent this from happening?  How does Scripture help us to know Jesus similar to ways in which we know our spouse or a best friend?  Why is it important to have this kind of intimate knowledge of him?
