The Rewards of Following Christ and His Word
Does living a godly life make you happier?  Yes, at least when it comes to cohabiting vs. marriage, according to Glenn Stanton, who recently wrote, A Ring Makes All the Difference:  The Hidden Consequences of Cohabitation and the Strong Benefits of Marriage.
Statistical evidence shows that cohabiters, as compared to married couples, 1) are less committed to the relationship, 2) fight in unhealthier ways, 3) have physical intimacy less often (except at the very beginning of the relationship), 4) have a higher level of child abuse, 5) have a higher level of drug abuse, alcohol abuse and infidelity, and 6) earn dramatically less income, and are less likely to spend their money on their children.

“Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mocker.  But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night.  He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither.  Whatever he does prospers.”  Psalm 1:1-3.

Seven Rewards from Reading and Applying Scripture in Your Life:

1.  It _________________(Reveals Wisdom).

a. “Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him.”  II Peter 3:15.  Human wisdom tells us that cohabiting will save you rent money; God says it will cost you more than you gain (Proverbs 5:10).  Human wisdom mocks practices such as taking a Sabbath or giving a tithe, while God says this will bless us (Leviticus 26:2-5; Malachi 3:10).
2.  It __________________(Harmonizes Truth).
a. “Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him.  He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters.”  II Peter 3:15.  The Bible was written by over forty authors over a 1500-year span of time, yet with one unified message of salvation found in Christ.
b. Scripture interprets Scripture.  Some doctrines, such as prohibitions against polygamy, can only be pieced together as we study the whole counsel of God regarding that subject.
3. It _____________________(Clarifies Ignorance).

a. “His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort.”  II Peter 3:16.  Some teachings, such as those regarding divorce and remarriage, are challenging to apply consistently.  While carefully determining what the Word says, we also need to prayerfully seek godly counsel with “a broken and contrite heart” (Psalm 51:17).
4. It ___________________(Corrects Distortions).

a. “His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction.”  II Peter 3:16.  The word for “distort” was used of twisting someone’s body on a torture rack.  False teachers twist Scripture to confuse and deceive people, often arriving at bizarre and peculiar explanations.
5. It _____________________(Guards Purity).
a. “Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard…”  II Peter 3:17.  “Flee from sexual immorality.  All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body.”  I Corinthians 6:18.  You may still get to heaven even holding to some poor doctrine, but sexual sin will destroy you.
6. It _____________________(Exposes Error).
a. “Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men…”  II Peter 3:17.  A ‘quicky’ devotional life is not going to cut it in our age of rampant false teaching.  You need to soak in the Word so you will immediately discern the errors of morally corrupt teachers.
7. It ___________________(Preserves Faith).
a. “Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position.”  II Peter 3:17.  Don’t be like Hymenaeus and Alexander who “shipwrecked their faith” (I Timothy 1:19).  
Soaking in the Word is the key way we can know, love, and please Christ.  Reading, studying, and meditating on the Scriptures will bind our hearts to Christ.  It will also unleash happiness, joy, and peace that we’ve never known before.  When you follow Jesus, the rewards are out of this world!
