Discussion Questions
Rescuing the Godly

1.  Have you ever read or heard about the growth of the Chinese underground church after Communism took over?  What was your reaction to the miraculous growth of the church?  How does it encourage you to hear that nearly everything that the Communist party did in China ended up helping the church to grow?  What do you think of the “back to Jerusalem” missionary movement of raising up 100,000 Chinese missionaries to take the gospel to all the nations between China and Jerusalem?  Do you think the Chinese will be more effective than Westerners in proclaiming the gospel in Muslim, Buddhist, and Hindu nations?  Why or why not?

2. Read II Peter 2:1-10a.  What is the major theme of this passage of Scripture?  How are verses 9-10a a good summary of this whole passage?  Look at verse 9.  How would the certainty of deliverance be of comfort to Peter’s original readers, and how is it a comfort to us today?  How is this principle illustrated in the lives of many of the Chinese Christians who were imprisoned by the Communists and later released?  How about the Chinese martyrs who died for their faith – in what sense were they rescued?  

3. Have you ever felt like giving up?  Have you ever wondered if it pays to be a Christian?  What has given you the strength to go on in the midst of dark times?  How does II Peter 2:9-10a encourage you?

4. What evidence is there in Scripture that trials are a common experience for the Christian?  What does James 1:2-4 teach on this?  What is the promise of II Peter 2:9?  How did the true story of Enoch Wang encourage you (the Chinese man who was imprisoned, then released – his baby daughter nearly died after a terrible accident, but then made a miraculous recovery)?  Have you experienced or observed anything like what Enoch Wang went through?  What lessons have you learned from your trials?
5. What does II Peter 2:9-10a teach about the execution of justice by the Lord?  Have you observed how the unrighteous are held for judgment, even while the Lord continues their punishment in this life?  Have you ever felt that the evil seem to prosper while God’s people seem to suffer?  What happened to King Herod in Acts 12:23-24?  

6. Why do you think God allowed the German Resistance to fail in its attempt to assassinate Hitler in July of 1944, which led to an extension of World War 2 and two more million Jewish victims in the Holocaust?  Have you ever had times when you couldn’t see what good God could possibly bring out of a tragic situation, only to be pleasantly surprised later when God did exactly that?  How are you blessed by the truth that God writes the final chapter?  Is there a trial in your life right now where you need to cling to this truth?
