Rescuing the Godly
On October 1, 1949, Mao Zedong announced the birth of the People’s Republic of China.  Thousands of missionaries were deported leaving a very uncertain future for the church in China.  Initially crushed, the small and beleaguered church started to make an amazing comeback.  

Ironically, virtually everything the Communists did ended up aiding the fledgling church.  Buddhist temples and idols were destroyed, creating a spiritual vacuum in the nation.  Train lines, roads and airports were built. Mandarin Chinese was made the official language. A campaign to end illiteracy was launched.  All of this caused the gospel message to spread like wildfire.   Whatever the Communists did, God turned it around and used it for good.
Today, the 700,000 Protestant Christians prior to 1949 have multiplied to over 100 million.  Even the 3-4 million Catholic Christians have increased to 12 million.  A new breed of Chinese Christians, hardened by persecution and filled with the Spirit, are intent on taking the gospel “back to Jerusalem” through evangelization of the Muslim, Buddhist and Hindu peoples of Asia and Africa.

Three Principles About How God Rescues His Children:

1.  The ___________(Certainty) of _____________(Deliverance)

a. “If this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue godly men from trials and to hold the unrighteous for the day of judgment.”  II Peter 2:9.  
b. Simon Zhao was among many who felt God’s call to take the gospel “back to Jerusalem” before the advent of Communism in 1949.  After 31 years in prison, he returned to Henan province where God brought a great revival, culminating in a renewed vision for the “back to Jerusalem” missions endeavor.  
c. Have you ever felt like giving up?  Have you ever wondered if it really pays to be a Christian, especially during times of intense trials and suffering?  Have you been able to see how our disappointments are God’s appointments? (James 1:2-4)
2. The _____________(Normalcy) of ___________(Trials)

a. “If this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue godly men from trials…”  II Peter 2:9.
b. Enoch Wang was a member of the Red Guards and the Communist Party when he converted to Christ.  Imprisoned for twelve years beginning in 1982, his wife and daughter nearly starved to death as others were forbidden to come to their assistance.  
c. Released in 1994, Enoch’s wife became pregnant even though he was now 45 years old.  An unusual accident resulted in his baby daughter having a severe brain injury and crushed skull.  Presumed dead, Enoch prayed for a miracle.  Her startling recovery to complete health in three days led to widespread rejoicing throughout the underground church in China.
3. The _____________(Execution) of _____________(Justice)

a. “If this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue godly men from trials and to hold the unrighteous for the day of judgment, while continuing their punishment.  This is especially true of those who follow the corrupt desire of the sinful nature and despise authority.”  II Peter 2:9-10a.
b. The Chinese church shows remarkable fearlessness in the face of the overwhelming might of its Communist government.  When 36 of 39 newly launched missionaries were arrested in 2000, the church chose to rejoice about the three who made it, beginning anew the vision to the take the gospel “back to Jerusalem”.  
c. Pharoah and Herod are biblical examples of mighty rulers who were humbled by the Lord.  When Herod’s heart swelled with pride, God struck him dead, to be eaten by worms (Acts 12:23).  “But the word of God continued to increase and spread.”  Acts 12:24.
When the Resistance failed in their attempts to assassinate Hitler in July, 1944, thousands of devout Christians allied with this movement were killed.  Two more million Jews were cremated in the last ten months of the war.  Why, oh why, O God?  Yet, in the end, the Nazi movement was crushed, Hitler committed suicide, and the Holocaust led to the creation of a new Jewish state in Israel.  God writes the final chapter!  
