Be A Witness, Overcome a Culture of Timidity
Christian leaders have been increasingly targeted by revolutionaries and their drug cartels in Columbia.  When 22-year old “Fernado” was gunned down by rebels, a young mom named “Lily” stepped forward to do his funeral when no one else would (Voice of the Martyrs, September 2011).  She said, “I’m scared and I know I am in danger, but the One who is with me is stronger.”
In the end times, Jesus taught that there would be three groups of people:  unbelievers, pseudo-believers (pretenders), and true believers (Matthew 24:9-14).  Knowing the middle ground will evaporate, Peter challenges believers to “live holy and godly lives”, “looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth”, and to “make every effort to be spotless and blameless” (II Peter 3:11, 13-14).  We must also be consumed with evangelistic zeal!

Four Principles of Salvation to Be Effective Witnesses:
1.  The _______(Motive)

a. “Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation…”  II Peter 3:15.  We are reminded again that our Lord has a vast capacity to store up anger (see also II Peter 3:9).  He is delaying his return out of a heart of love for lost people.  
b. The love of Christ should compel us to share our faith, just as “Lily” did.  We must love people just as God does.  “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son…”  John 3:16.
2. The ________(Mission)

a. “Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation…”  II Peter 3:15.  Jesus Christ came to this earth to save.  The angel told Joseph in a dream, “You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”  Matthew 1:21.  The angel told the shepherds, “Today in the town of David, a Savior has been born to you.”  Luke 2:11.
b. “Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance:  Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners – of whom I am the worst.”  I Timothy 1:15.  No matter what you’ve done, Christ offers full forgiveness and cleansing.  Your heart can be as pure as a fresh snowfall.
c. “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son...”  John 3:16.  Jesus Christ was born to die – for us.
3. The ____________(Mandate)

a. “Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation…”  II Peter 3:15.  Not everyone is going to be saved; only those who repent (II Peter 3:7,9).  Repentance literally means “to change one’s mind”.  A genuine change of mind results in a genuine change of behavior.  
b. The dying cry of John Harper after the sinking of the Titanic was “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved.”  Acts 16:31.  This led to the conversion of a Scottish man, an account still recounted at the Titanic Museum in Branson, Missouri.  
c. “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son that whoever believes in him shall not perish…”  John 3:16.  This is the mandate for every resident of our planet.  We must believe in Jesus.
4. The ___________(Moment)

a. “Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation…”  II Peter 3:15.  We are to keep uppermost in our minds the urgency of the gospel message.  Eternity lies in the balance.  “For God so loved the world that he gave his only and only Son that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  John 3:16.  
b. “I want to know one thing, the way to heaven – how to land safe on the happy shore.  God himself has condescended to teach the way.  He hath written it down in a book.  O give me that Book!  At any price give me the Book of God!...for this end, to find the way to heaven.”    John Wesley
c. “Faith is a living, daring confidence in God’s grace, so sure and so certain that a man would stake his life upon it a thousand times.”  Martin Luther
“While he was describing the change that God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed.  I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for my salvation; and an assurance was given me, that he had taken away my sins, even mind, and saved me from sin and death.”  John Wesley
When was your moment?  When did you believe?  II Corinthians 6:2 says, “Now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”   Yesterday is gone and tomorrow may never come.  But we have this moment today!
