Discussion Questions
Be A Witness, Overcome a Culture of Timidity
1.  Have you ever read Voice of the Martyrs magazine?  Have you been aware of the pressure many Christian leaders are under in Columbia?  Why are the rebels and drug cartels targeting Christian leaders?   Can you identify the three groups of people (unbelievers, pseudo-believers or pretenders, and true believers) that Jesus describes in Matthew 24:9-14?  Do you see the middle ground evaporating in America today?  How are people being prodded to choose decisively for or against Christ? 

2. What instructions are given by Peter in II Peter 3 about decisively living for Christ?  Look at verse 15.  How do you feel about Christ delaying his return in order that more people may come to him?  How is this same theme expounded on in II Peter 3:9?  What is God’s motive for salvation?  How is this motive revealed in John 3:16?  Why is it important that God’s love compels us to share our faith?  What other motives can get in the way?

3. How is the mission of Christ revealed in II Peter 3:15, John 3:16, Matthew 1:21, and Luke 2:11?  What did Paul teach in I Timothy 1:15?  Why is it comforting to know that even our worst sins are forgivable?  

4. How is the mandate of Christ revealed in II Peter 3:9, 15 and John 3:16?  Why are both faith and repentance necessary to be truly saved?  Do you agree that a genuine change of mind will always result in a genuine change of behavior?  Why or why not?  How have you learned this by experience or observation?  Had you heard about the last cry of John Harper as the Titanic was sinking?  What can we learn from his example?
5. Why is the moment when we receive Christ the most important moment of our lives?  Why are we to keep the message of the gospel uppermost in our minds even in the midst of great challenges in the end times (II Peter 3:15, John 3:16)?  When was the moment when you believed?  How do you know your conversion was genuine?  Why is the message of II Corinthians 6:2 so important, “Now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation”?
