Be a Follower, Not a Fan
In his new book Not A Fan, Pastor Kyle Idleman challenges us as believers to get off the sidelines and into the game.  Is your commitment to Jesus shallow or deep?  Are you committed…until something more exciting comes along?  “Be on your guard so that you may not be carred away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position.”  II Peter 3:17.

We Need to Grow As Christians in Four Ways:

1.  Grow in _________(Love)

a. “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  II Peter 3:18.  Ron Harshfield was so depressed after his wife’s death that he attempted suicide.  Christian neighbors invited him to a Bible study.  Ron writes, “Suddenly I didn’t feel along anymore…It became clear that if I was going to move on with life, I needed to be around people who knew Jesus.”  (Not A Fan, 172).
b. The rabbis had identified 613 commandments in the Torah – 248 were positive commands, and 365 were negative.  When they asked Jesus which was the most important, he surprised them by saying, “Love the Lord your God with all of your heart…and the second is like it, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”  Mark 12:30,31.
2. Grow in ___________(Knowledge)

a. “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  II Peter 3:18.  Both the Greek and Hebrew words for knowledge stress the importance of knowing by experience.  Jesus was appalled at the Pharisees for substituting a set of rules for a personal relationship with God (Matthew 23).  Their “walk” with God had been reduced to a checklist.
b. “…God rewards those who earnestly seek him.”  Hebrews 11:6.  Are you earnestly seeking God? 
3. Grow in _____________(Jesus)

a. But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  II Peter 3:18.  Just as a married person should major on pleasing their spouse, so should a Christian major on pleasing Jesus.  
b. The Greek word for “Lord” (kurios) is used 717 times in the New Testament.  Jesus not only made the universe but sustains it by his powerful word (Hebrews 1:2,3).  He is deserving of our utmost __________(respect).
c. The Greek word for “Savior” (sotair) is found 24 times in the New Testament.  Jesus liberated us from sin, death, and hell.  He is deserving of our utmost _________(praise).
d. Throughout the New Testament, Jesus is identified as the “Christ”, the Messiah or Chosen One.  It literally means to be anointed, which only happened to two classes of people in the Old Testament – the high priest and the king (Jesus was and is both).  What is absolutely unique about Jesus is that he is a Christ who died for his people.
e. The Jewish leadership wouldn’t accept a Messiah that dies, so they rejected him, scorning his claims of resurrection.  This will change during the tribulation period.  “They will look upon the One whom they have pierced.”  Zechariah 12:10 KJV.  Our response to the Christ who died for us is to ______(love) him (I John 4:19).
4. Grow in __________(Worship)

a. “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To him be glory both now and forever!  Amen.”  II Peter 3:18.  We are to diligently worship Jesus until the “day of eternity”, the day when Christ shall return (II Peter 3:4).  
b. We are created to worship.  If you don’t worship the true God, you will worship substitutes (sports, money, fame, sex, self, etc.).  Determine now to let every day of the rest of your life be full of worship and thanksgiving for God’s many blessings!
Burleigh Law, a missionary pilot serving in the jungles of the Congo, was killed while trying to rescue friends caught in the crossfire of a civil war.  His grave is easily found.  Leading to it is a well-worn path trod by the natives that he loved.  On the memorial stone are carved the words of Jesus, “Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for a friend.”  Mr. Law wasn’t just a fan of Jesus, but a follower.  How about you?
