Discussion Questions
Be A Follower, Not A Fan

1.  What kind of sports fan are you?  Are you a “fair weather fan” (only cheering when the team is winning) or are you a “die hard” fan (following the team no matter how well they are doing)?  How are some Christians more like fans than followers of Jesus?  Read II Peter 3:14-18.  What is the danger of being just a fan of Christianity, rather than a devoted follower?

2. According to verse 18, we are to continually grow as a Christian in four ways:  in love, in knowledge, in Jesus, and in worship.  How have you personally experienced or observed the dangers in putting your Christian walk into neutral (just coasting along, not really striving to grow)?

3. The first thing we are to grow in is grace or love.  Pastor Denny told the story of Ron Harshfield, a man who became deeply depressed and attempted suicide after the death of his wife.  But a couple (the Hadleys) prayed for him, loved him, and invited him to their Bible study where he found the Lord.  Ron wrote, “They were treating me like family without having met me before.”  Why is love the most important mark of a true Christian?   The Pharisees turned their religion into a complicated set of rules – 613 of them, to be exact.  How are Christians sometimes tempted to do this?  How did Jesus set them straight in Mark 12:30-31?

4. We are also to grow in knowledge (according to verse 18) – not book knowledge but experiential knowledge of the Lord.  Imagine turning marriage into a checklist of rules to be kept – what are the problems with this?  What does Hebrews 11:6 say about the importance of continuing to “earnestly seek” the Lord?  How do we do that?
5. How do we grow in Jesus by honoring him as our Lord, Savior, and Christ?  What do each of these titles mean?  What should be our response to the fact that Jesus is Lord?  Or that he is our Savior?  Or that he is the Christ, the Messiah?

6. How do we grow in our worship of the Lord?  How do you daily worship the Lord?  What are some substitutes that people worship rather than the Lord?  Do you agree that each person is designed to worship something?  What can we learn from the life of Burleigh Law, the missionary pilot?  How did he continue to grow in each of these four areas that we’ve studied?  What would you like written on your tombstone?  What would you like said at your funeral?  Are you a follower of Jesus, or just a fan?
