Discussion Questions
Finding Security Through_

Seeking God’s Kingdom

1.  How have you weathered the financial downturn of the last three years?  How has your job, your retirement plans, your investments, and your home value been impacted?  Have you struggled with anxiety, stress, fear, or worry about your financial security?

2. Why do you think Jesus taught so much about money?  Do you agree that how you handle your money is a reliable mark of your true spiritual condition?  Why or why not?  Why is it so easy to focus on earthly things rather than heavenly things?
3. Read Matthew 6:19-21.  What does this passage teach about money and possessions?  Describe a time in your life when you were definitely overindulgent and excessive.  How did you come to this realization?  Why do you think Americans have such a difficult time distinguishing between needs and wants?  Give an example of how you have used your possessions for the Lord’s glory.

4. Read Matthew 6:24.  When did you first cope with the issue of the role money would play in your life?  What conclusions did you draw?  What would you say to a friend of yours who was overwhelmed with debt and financial disarray and wanted to start living for the Lord?  

5. Read Matthew 6:33.  How have you been reminded of the uncertainty of our age recently?  Have you had something you thought was very valuable only to discover that its value had plummeted?  Read Matthew 6:34.  How would you explain the difference between “worrying” about tomorrow and prudently “planning” for tomorrow?  

6. Read Matthew 7:24-27.  Why may building on rock, even though it takes longer and costs more, be wiser than building on sand?  Why should we be very careful about buying things on a “no payments until 2013” plan?  What wisdom do we find in James 4:14?  Can you think of other verses in the Bible that would suggest that it is wise to carefully plan financially (such as Luke 14:20)?  Why, according to Proverbs 22:26-27, is it wise to eliminate consumer debt?  Why, according to Proverbs 21:20, is it wise to save and plan for retirement, within reason?  Why, according to Luke 12:21, is it wise to be rich toward God?  
7. When did you make God the Lord over all of your money and possessions?  How were you blessed?  Or are you struggling today with making this commitment?  Why do you think this is place to start if you want to find lasting security?
