Finding Security Through Seeking God’s Kingdom
With stocks down, home values plummeting, and the American dollar shrinking against other currencies, staying financially stable is much harder than three years ago.  Worst of all, there are six unemployed people for every job opening at present.  
Jobs that are found typically have lower salaries, leading many into further debt.  According to CreditCard.com, the average American household has nearly $16,000 on credit cards.  Visual Economics says the average American will pay $600,000 in interest on all their indebtedness over the course of their lifetime.
Jesus taught about money in sixteen of his thirty-eight parables.  One out of ten verses in the New Testament deal with money.  Scripture has 500 verses on prayer, less than 500 on faith, but more than 2000 on money.  How you handle your finances is one of the most reliable marks of your true spiritual condition.
Four Ways to Find Financial Security, According to Jesus:

1.  _________________(Invest Carefully)

a. “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal, but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal, for where you treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  Matthew 6:19-21.
b. Jesus reminds us of the futility of overindulgence.  We as Americans have a hard time separating our needs from our wants leading to a lifestyle that often seems excessive to the rest of the world.  Jesus challenges us to set our hearts on investing in heavenly treasures that are eternal, rather than earthly wealth which can vanish overnight.
2. ___________________(Choose Decisively)

a. “No one can serve two masters.  Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve both God and money.”  Matthew 6:24.
b. At some point every person answers the question, “What role will money play in my life?”  Jesus challenges us to decisively choose to put God first.  Whether overwhelmed by debt, or awash in wealth, or somewhere in between, you can choose today to make God the supreme master of your life.
3. ____________________(Focus Eternally)

a. “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness and all these things will be added on to you.”  Matthew 6:33.
b. We live in a very uncertain age.  Any of a number of international crises could plunge the world into chaos overnight, with reverberations throughout the American economy.  The only safe real estate to invest in is the shores of heaven.  
c. Jesus says (paraphrase), “Shoot for this world and that’s all you’ll get, and eventually you’ll lose that.  Shoot for the next world and I’ll throw this one in as a bonus.”
4. _________________________(Build Wisely)

a. “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.”  Matthew 7:24.
b. Rock is solid, immovable, and stable – something that isn’t going to be moved by the storms of this world.  Sand is loose, unstable, and extremely movable, a poor foundation to build on.  Building on rock is harder and more time-consuming, but it pays off.  God wants us to plan wisely and carefully to:
i. Eliminate____________(consumer debt). “Do not be a man who strikes hands in pledge or puts up security for debts; if you lack the means to pay, your very bed will be snatched from under you.”  Proverbs 22:26-27.
ii. ______(Save) and plan for the future within reason. “In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he has.”  Proverbs 21:20.
iii. Be _____(rich) toward God. “…This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God.”  Luke 12:21.
Financial security can be found by having a change of heart and mind.  The first step is making God the Lord over everything in your life, including your money and possessions.  Are you ready to turn the deed to your stuff over to Him?  Are you ready to have His name on your checkbook?
