A Heart for God’s Truth
If you fall into freezing water, you have only a few minutes to escape before you will succumb to hypothermia.  The numbing effect will quickly overwhelm you, affecting your reasoning capabilities, and drive to survive.  In the same way, our society and culture overwhelm us with its numbing influence, lowering our capacity to resist until we finally succumb.

The apostle Paul foretold a great “apostasy” – a falling away from the faith – in the last days.  Jesus said, “At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people.  Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold.  But he who stands firm to the end will be saved.”  Matthew 24:10-13.
Part 2 of a Renewed Vision for AEFC:
1.  A Heart for God’s Truth

a. “I rejoice in following your statutes as one rejoices in great riches.”  Psalm 119:14; “I delight in your decrees; I will not neglect your word.” (vs. 16); “My soul is consumed with longing for your laws at all times.”  (vs. 20); “How I long for your precepts!” (vs. 40); “I lift up my hands to your commands, which I love, and I meditate on your decrees.”  (vs. 48).
b. If the Bible is true and Christ really rose from the grave, Christianity is of supreme importance.  If the Bible isn’t true, and Christ didn’t rise from the grave, Christianity is of no importance at all.  The one thing Christianity cannot be is moderately important.
c. Hypocrisy has always been a problem within the professing church, but it will especially be a problem in the end times.  The least little hypocrisy will be exploited by Satan.  “False Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect – if that were possible.”  Matthew 24:24.
2.  A Heart for God’s Truth

a. “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”  II Timothy 3:16-17.
b. Relativism or postmodernism is simply the idea that what is true is what is true for you, which may differ in what is true for someone else.  One could believe in Buddhism, another in atheism, and another in Christianity, and all could be right.  If it works for you and makes you happy, that’s great!
c. Others follow traditions, erecting their belief system based on the views of their parents, friends, or community.  Some are intimidated by boisterous authorities who threaten them punishment for their unbelief while still others succumb to mysticism, relying on their intuition and feelings rather than searching for any objective truth.  “There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.”  Proverbs 16:25
3.  A Heart for God’s Truth
a. “Your word is truth.”  John 17:17; “In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge:  Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke, and encourage – with great patience and careful instruction.”  II Timothy 4:1-2.
b. “For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine.  Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.  They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.  But you keep your head in all situations.”  II Timothy 4:3-5.
c. “You shall know the truth and the truth will set you free.”  John 8:32.  But what truths do we need to know?  First you need to know why we believe there is a God, including evidence from the design and fine-tuning of the universe, as well as evidence from DNA, and from the fact that mankind has an innate sense of morality.
d. Second, it is critical to know why we believe the Bible is true, including evidence from the consistency, preservation, and accuracy of Scripture as shown by archaeology and fulfilled prophecy.  Third, we need to know why we believe Jesus is God, including evidence of his sinless life, his resurrection, his impact on disciples who died for him, and of many skeptics who have been compelled by their research to believe in him.  
In a 4/23/07 interview with atheist Richard Dawkins, Bill O’Reilly demonstrated that he had no compelling evidence for believing that Jesus is God, simply declaring that “it helps me as a person.”  That isn’t going to cut it in an era of deception so powerful that it will rock the faith of the elect (Matthew 24:24).  Do you know why you believe what you believe?
