Discussion Questions
Mentoring Your Friends:  Modeling the Life of Jesus
1. Who have been the most influential spiritual mentors in your life?   Who would be first?  Second?  Third?  Do you agree that most people need to see the gospel lived out over time in order to believe it?  Why or why not?  Why do you think Jesus often escaped from the crowds in order to devote time to the Twelve?  

2. Read Matthew 4:18-22,  Mark 3:13-19, and John 1:35-51.   How did Jesus seem to go about selecting his disciples?  The Twelve were common laborers, for the most part.  None had prominent places in the synagogue or belonged to the priesthood.  Why do you think Jesus chose to mentor commoners?  What kind of people are you most effective in mentoring?  Have you ever mentored anyone at work?  What did you learn from this experience?

3. Look at Jesus’ command to “Come, follow me” in Matthew 4:19.  Why is it important to keep uppermost in our minds that our mission is to follow Jesus and to train others to do likewise?  What can get in the way of this?  How does following Jesus trump following a religion or church or denomination or movement or political cause?  
4. Read Mark 3:13-14.  Note that Jesus called the disciples to “be with him”.  What is different about actually being with another person 24/7 versus hearing them teach at a seminar or conference or retreat?  How does having someone actually live in your home differ from working with that person or going to school with that person?  What would the disciples learn from being with Jesus as opposed to occasionally interacting with him?  Why is it important for an effective mentor to open up their life, sharing their strengths and weaknesses, their successes and their struggles?  What does a mentee learn from seeing their mentor work through a particular struggle in their life?  

5. Read John 1:50-51.  What indication is there in this passage that Jesus intended his relationship with Nathanael to be long-term?  What mentors have you had that have been long-term?  How did you learn from them over a longer relationship that you would never have learned over a short relationship?  Why is it important to be exposed to mentors with varying personalities?  

6. Read Matthew 4:19 and note Jesus declaration to his disciples that he intended to make them “fishers of men”.  How does Jesus come full circle in returning to this same theme before he ascended into heaven (Matthew 28:18-20)?  What does it mean to be fruitful and to train others to be fruitful as believers?  What does John 14:1-8 teach us?  How was Robert E. Lee mentored by Winfield Scott?  How have you reacted when those you mentor do well?  How have you expressed your gratefulness to those who’ve mentored you?  Are you willing to be a “fisher of men”?
