Mentor Your Friends:  Model the Life of Jesus
Never forget, moms, dads, grandmas and grandpas, that you may be the most powerful mentors your children and grandchildren ever have.  When combined with godly friends, family members, pastors, and teachers, the authenticity of the gospel will be repeatedly reinforced.  Most of us need to see the Christian life lived out over time to truly embrace it and make it our own.

Jesus focused the bulk of his earthly ministry on training twelve faithful men.  He never devoted himself to the masses the way he devoted himself to the twelve.  Next year, leaders at Annandale Free Church will repeatedly challenge you to intentionally invest in mentoring relationships with other believers.  If we wish to “raise up a faithful generation”, we must do as Jesus did – invest deeply in a few.

Five Key Principles in Mentoring Another Believer:

1.  Be __________(Selective)
a. “As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew.  They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.”  Matthew 4:18.
b. Andrew, Peter, James, John, Philip, and Nathanael were selected first by Jesus with the other six soon following.  None held prominent places in the synagogue.  None were priests.  Instead, they were common laborers, with most of them raised in the poor section of the country around Galilee.  Prayerfully select those you mentor, like Jesus did.
2. Be ____________(Focused)

a. “Come, follow me.”  Matthew 4:19.  In three words, Jesus summarized our entire mission of mentoring.  We are to focus our mentoring relationships on following Jesus.  Our ultimate aim is not on promoting an ideology or movement or religion.  Rather our goal is to follow Jesus passionately.
b. Godly southerners during the Civil War were often embarrassed about slavery, yet many fought on out of devotion to their commanding general, Robert E. Lee, a devout and honorable Christian.  In the same way, Christians are often embarrassed by acts that have been done under the banner of the church.  Remember that our ultimate loyalty is to Christ alone.
3. Be _____________(Holistic)

a. “Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to him those he wanted, and they came to him.  He appointed twelve – designating them apostles – that they might be with him...”  Mark 3:13-14.  Jesus didn’t invite his followers to a class, seminar, or conference.  He called them to be with him, 24/7.
b. To effectively mentor someone, you have to open up your life.  That’s a scary thing, because they are going to see the good and the bad, your strengths as well as your weaknesses.  When they see you humbly lean on Jesus as you work through your struggles, it challenges them to do the same.
4. Be _______________(Long Term)

a. Jesus said (to Nathanael), “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree.  You shall see greater things than that.”  John 1:50.  Jesus was prepared to invest in Nathanael over time (about three and one-half years).  Most effective mentoring will be long term.
b. It is wise to be exposed to godly mentors with varying personality types.  Take-charge “lions”, fun-loving “otters”, steady-eddy “golden retrievers”, and by-the-book “beavers” will approach people and tasks differently.  We learn different lessons as we interact with different people.
5. Be ______________(Fruitful)

a. “Come, follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  Matthew 4:19.  From start to finish, Jesus was set on training the disciples to reproduce themselves.  Shortly before he ascended into heaven, he charged them again, “Go and make disciples of all nations.”  Matthew 28:19.
b. We are to train others to know Christ and to make Him known.  “This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.”  John 14:8.
Robert E. Lee was a military engineer, a builder of forts, until General Winfield Scott asked him to serve on his staff during the Mexican War (1846-1848).  Learning from a master, Lee finally got his chance to fight, leading his men to an improbable victory in the battle for Mexico City.  When you mentor well, you have the joy of seeing others thrive in their faith.  Are you willing to invest in another believer, to be a “fisher of men”?  

