Finding Freedom Through Seeking God’s Priorities
Have you ever made a decision that ended up being a financial nightmare?  Like starting your own business, or taking a new job, or making a big investment?  Left in the middle of a major mess, you wonder, “What do I do now?  How do I dig myself out of this hole?”
Five Lessons About Finding Financial Freedom Through Seeking God’s Priorities:

1.  Stop ________(Buying) Stuff You Don’t ______(Need)!

a. “Watch out!  Be on your guard against all kinds of greed!”  Luke 12:15.  Jesus said this after being invited to mediate an inheritance quarrel between two brothers.  He challenged the whole crowd to be vigilant in never allowing greediness to dominate our lives.
b. We need to develop the discipline of ___________(budgeting).  Books and computer software are available to help us get started.  Many have discovered the simple practice of tracking all your expenses is immensely helpful in keeping your spending within your income.
2. Stop ___________(Borrowing) for Stuff You Can’t __________(Afford)!

a. “Watch out!  Be on your guard against all kinds of greed!  A man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”  Luke 12:15.  The man who dies with the most toys still dies!  He doesn’t win.  He just leaves a little more behind.
b. We need to develop the discipline of _____________(eliminating debt).  Financial advisor Dave Ramsey advises paying off your smallest loan first, then your next smallest, etc.  Others advise paying off the loan with the highest interest rate first.  Either way, incredible freedom comes from paying off all debts and never going back.
3. Stop ____________(Hoarding) Stuff You’ll Never _______(Use)!

a. “The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop.  He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do?  I have no place to store my crops.’  Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do.  I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.”  Luke 12:16.  
b. We need to develop the discipline of __________(simplifying).  Dr. James Dobson says the average American never uses a third of his things, with another third only used once or twice a year.  Only the remaining third gets used on a regular basis.  What can you do to “de-clutter” your life?
4.  Stop ___________(Wasting Time) You’ll Never ________(Get Back)!
a. “I’ll say to myself, ‘You have plenty of good things laid up for many years.  Take life easy; eat, drink, and be merry.’  But God said to him, ‘You fool!  This very night your life will be demanded from you.  Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself.’”  Luke 12:19-20.
b. “The length of our days is seventy years – or eighty, if we have the strength…Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.”  Psalm 90:10,12.  We need to develop the discipline of ______________(time management) to keep from frittering our lives away.
5. Stop ____________(Investing) in Things That Don’t __________(Matter)!
a. “This is how it will be for anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God.”  Luke 12:21.  Before investing time or money in a venture, you may wish to ask, “Will this matter one hundred years from now?”
b. We need to develop the discipline of ____________________(prioritizing God and people).  Jesus described the first and greatest commandment as loving God, and the second as loving your neighbor as yourself (Matthew 22:37-39)
Ironically, financial freedom comes through some fundamental disciplines:  Budgeting leads to the freedom of having money left over at the end of the month.  Debt elimination leads to freedom of being ahead of the game instead of behind.  Simplifying leads to the freedom of knowing what you have and where you have it.  Time management leads to the freedom of knowing your life has significance and purpose.  Prioritizing God and people leads to the freedom of having no regrets.  Do you want this kind of freedom?
