Happiness = Holiness
Next year Minnesota will be joining thirty-one other states who have voted to define marriage as a union between one man and one woman.  Six states (Iowa, Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, and Vermont) have legalized gay marriage as well as the District of Columbia.  Polls are indicating that the vote in Minnesota will be close.
At stake is the foundation of biblical, God-honoring morality – the kind of morality that breathes health and well-being into an entire society.  Healthy sexual ethics leads to healthy marriages which lead to healthy children which lead to a healthy society.

In heaven, you are going to be as holy and as happy as you’ve ever been.  Why not start now?  “So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this (a new heaven and a new earth), make every effort to be found spotless, blameless, and at peace with him.”  II Peter 3:14.

Being Spotless Comes From Fulfilling Your Creator’s Plan Which Brings Happiness
a.  “Make every effort to be found spotless” II Peter 3:14.  Being spotless means to be without stain or blemish, especially with respect to sexual morality.  Sexual sin will mess up your life faster than any other sin. 

b. Seven virtues enhancing the gift of sex.  By practicing these virtues, you will be living a spotless life, respecting the way your Creator designed you.
1. Sex must be personal and relational (Genesis 1:27).  Men and women are always to be treated with respect and dignity and never reduced to a commodity or object.
2. Sex must be exclusive and unique (Matthew 19:6).  Sex with multiple partners destroys your ability to bond with one person.
3. Sex must be intimate and profound (Genesis 2:24).  It flourishes in an atmosphere of physical, emotional, social, and spiritual intimacy. 

4. Sex must be fruitful and productive (Genesis 1:28).  Children are a blessing from God and should ordinarily accompany marriage.

5. Sex must be selfless and sacrificial (Ephesians 5:22-33).  Neither submitting (as the wife is commanded to do) or laying down your life (as the husband is commanded to do) comes naturally.
6. Sex must be complex and multi-dimensional (I Thessalonians 5:23).  Sex involves the body (your physical life), the soul (your emotional life), and the spirit (your spiritual life).

7. Sex must be complementary (Genesis 2:20).  It unites corresponding differences.  Adam and Eve were made for each other, “equal but different”.

Being Blameless Comes From Following Your Creator’s Plan Which Brings Holiness


a.”Make every effort to be found spotless and blameless…”  II Peter 3:14.  While being spotless has more to do with your private life and your personal integrity, being blameless has more to do with your public life and your personal reputation.  Sixteen specific instructions about sex are given, each of which protects at least one of the seven virtues mentioned above.

1.  No sex outside of marriage (Exodus 20:14; Deuteronomy 5:18).


2.  No sexual worship – spiritual prostitution (Deuteronomy 23:17; I Corinthians 10:8).


3.  No sexual commerce – economic prostitution (Leviticus 19:29; Proverbs 5:10).


4.  No homosexual sex (Leviticus 18:22; Romans 1:26).


5.  No sex with animals (Leviticus 18:23; Deuteronomy 27:21).


6.  No sex or marriage with close relatives – incest (Leviticus 18:6; I Corinthians 5:1).


7.  No sex between adults and children (Matthew 18:5; Mark 9:37).


8.  No sexual violence (Ezekiel 45:9; Ephesians 5:25).


9.  No lustful sexual desires (Matthew 5:28; Proverbs 6:25-29).


10.  No intentional gender confusion (Deuteronomy 22:5).


11.  No sex during a woman’s period (Leviticus 18:19; 20:18).


12.  Strong opposition to divorce (Malachi 2:14-16; Matthew 19:6; Mark 10:9).


13.  Strong opposition to spiritually mixed marriages (II Corinthians 6:14-18).


14.  Strong opposition to sexual immodesty (Leviticus 18-21).


15.  Opposition to polygamy (Genesis 2:24; Malachi 2:14-15; Proverbs 2:17).


16.  Opposition to fellowship with sexually immoral Christians (II Corinthians 5:9-13).

Being spotless comes from practicing God’s virtues regarding sex, while being blameless comes from following God’s instructions regarding sex.  For centuries, English grooms would recite these vows as they placed a ring on their bride’s finger:  With this ring I thee wed, with my body I thee worship, and with all my worldly good I thee endow:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.”   Are you committed to live a spotless and blameless life? 
