A Desire for God’s Purity
Impurity has always been a part of human activity – from the immorality at ancient pagan festivals to the brothels of the wild West, in the late 1800’s.  Yet, there is something unique about the impurity of our age, which has been fueled by explosive technological advances – cable TV, Internet porn, online dating services, virtual reality, medical advances that prevent or terminate pregnancies, and various forms of genetic engineering.
“A man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife and they will become one flesh.”  Genesis 2:24.  To this one-flesh bond are born children who will be raised by a mother and father who are devoted and bonded to each other and to them.  Sexual immorality wars against the one-flesh bond.  

Our elders believe God is calling us to raise up a faithful generation who will chart a new course of purity in the midst of a very impure age.

Part 3 of a Renewed Vision for AEFC:

1.  A Desire for God’s Purity

a. “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.”  Matthew 5:6.  Ponder for a moment:  Do you hunger and thirst for what is right and pleasing to God?
b. Jesus promises a happy and fulfilling life to those who pursue what is right, as did the OT.  “Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your heart.”  Psalm 37:4.  Satan wants to convince us that impurity is fun, exciting, thrilling, and satisfying.  But that is a façade, a mirage!
c. “At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived, and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasure.”  Titus 3:3.  “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.  Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.”  Galatians 6:1.
2. A Desire for God’s Purity

a. Man’s “purity” is ugly.  “The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat.  So you must obey them and do everything they tell you.  But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach.  They tie up heavy loads and put them on men’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them.  Everything they do is done for men to see.”  Matthew 23:1-5.
b. Legalism is adding to God’s commands.  The Pharisees even regulated how many steps could be taken on the Sabbath, yet their rules often circumvented the very commands they were supposed to uphold.  Above all else, the Pharisees wanted to look good.
c. Jesus said, “Out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander.  These are what make a man ‘unclean’, but eating with unwashed hands does not make him ‘unclean’.  Matthew 15:19-20.
d. It is self-defeating to establish a rule against lust on the Internet, but not at the beach, or to come up with guidelines for dating or modest dress, and then by your behavior circumvent the very standards you established.  “Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the well-spring of life.”  Proverbs 4:23
3.  A Desire for God’s Purity
a. “Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be?  You ought to live holy and godly lives…So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him.”  II Peter 3:11,14.
b. The devil will be pulling out all the stops to make immorality especially enticing in the end times.  “He is filled with fury, because he knows his time is short.”  Revelation 12:12.  II Thessalonians 2 informs us that the devil will ensnare those who delight in wickedness through various kinds of dazzling means.
A pure life leads to many rich rewards, including:

·  ______________(A clear conscience); “It is for freedom that Christ has set you free.”  Galatians 6:1.
· _______________(The respect of your peers); “Your faith in God has become known everywhere.”  I Thessalonians 1:8.
· _______________(A healthy marriage);  “May you ever be captivated by her love.”  Proverbs 5:19.
· _______________(Wholesome relationships); “With the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”  Luke 6:38.
· _______________(A deep walk with God); “The Lord detests a perverse man, but takes the upright into his confidence.”  Proverbs 3:33
· _______________(Prosperity); “He is like a tree planted by streams of water…whatever he does prospers.”  Psalm 1:3.
· _______________(Long life); “Listen, my son, accept what I say, and the years of your life will be many.”  Proverbs 4:10. 
