Discussion Questions
A Desire for God’s Purity

1.  Do you believe our world is getting more and more impure all the time?  Why or why not?  What is unique about the impurity of our time, as compared to ancient pagan festivals where immorality occurred, or as compared to the brothels that characterized the Wild West in the 1800’s?  What technological advances have been used by the Evil One to create new temptations to be impure?  Where do you think this is heading in the next decade or two?

2. Read Genesis 2:24.  To what extent is it true that “sexual energy holds our society together”?  How are marriages and children and the health and well-being of our whole society affected by sexual impurity?  Why does the world often look at this as a “victimless crime”, as long as it is engaged in by consenting adults?  Who are the real victims?  How is the “one-flesh bond” that the Lord intended in Genesis 2:24 impacted by sexual immorality? 

3. Read Matthew 5:6.  What did Jesus promise for those who hunger and thirst for righteousness?  Have you experienced this blessing in your own life, or observed this in someone else?  When have you been most hungry or thirsty?  How does this help you to understand what it is to hunger and thirst for righteousness?  What does God promise in Psalm 37:4?

4. How have you experienced or observed the biblical truth of Titus 3:3 and Galatians 6:1?  How do people become a “slave” to sin?  

5. How does the “purity” of the Pharisees fall short (see Matthew 23:1-5)?  What examples does Jesus give in Matthew 23 regarding the legalism of the Pharisees?  What is legalism?  How does this differ from true obedience to the Lord’s commands?  Why do you think so many Christian communities, like the one in John Calvin’s Geneva, veer toward legalism?  Why do you think the Pharisee came up with laws and rules only to find elaborate ways to circumvent them?  Have you ever seen this kind of thing?  

6. According to II Peter 3:11-14, how are we to live as the end-times bear down on us?  As you look down the list of rewards that come from a pure life, which is the most meaningful to you?  What inspires you to live a pure life?  Pastor Denny shared about his ten mentors who have been an example to him in living a life of purity and integrity – who have been your examples and why?  

7. How do you think living a pure life leads to a clear conscience?  How have you observed that purity leads to respect from your peers?  Why does purity lead to a healthier marriage?  How does it lead to wholesome relationships?  Read Proverbs 3:3.  How does it lead to a deeper walk with God?  How is purity connected with living a longer life and prosperity?  What other blessings have you observed or experienced that have come from living a pure life?  Given all these blessings, why do so many people still succumb to impurity?  
