Master the Facts:  Know the Evidence for Jesus
Last January 13, comedian Stephen Colbert of The Colbert Report, showed a nixed Doritos commercial to his audience.  Then, holding a bag of Doritos in his hand, Colbert joked, “I know the Eucharist is usually bread, but through transubstantiation it becomes the body of Christ.  So I honestly don’t understand, ‘Why can’t Jesus be a Dorito?”  The audience roared with laughter.
Our culture bristles with growing hostility toward our Lord.  Atheist Richard Dawkins says, “We owe Jesus the honor of separating his genuinely original and radical ethics from the supernatural nonsense which he inevitably espoused as a man of his time.”  The apostle John devotes his entire gospel to this ‘supernatural nonsense’, marshaling his arguments to unmistakably show that Jesus is far, far more than an ordinary man.
Five Facts in John’s Gospel Which Demonstrate that Jesus is the Messiah:

1.  He Is the __________________(Creator of the Universe).

a. “Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.”  John 1:3.  Jesus shows that he possesses unique creative powers by turning the water into wine, his first miracle (John 2), and by feeding the five thousand, starting with only five small loaves and two small fish (John 6).
b. To learn more, you can read The Case for Christ and The Case for the Real Jesus by Lee Strobel, or More Than A Carpenter by Josh McDowell.
2. He Is _________________(God in the Flesh).

a. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God…the Word became flesh and made his swelling among us.  We have seen his glory the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth…No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.”  John 1:1,14,18.
b. When a royal official comes to Jesus asking him to come and heal his son who was deathly sick, Jesus surprised him by saying, “You may go.  Your son will live.”  John 4:50.  When the official returned home, he was amazed to discover that his son was healed, with his servants informing him that the boy got better at precisely the time Jesus had spoken to him.  
c. This second miraculous sign showed Jesus with authority to heal someone sixteen miles away – a stunning display of his deity.
3. He Is ___________________(Our Sacrifice for Sin).

a. After Jesus raised Lazarus after he was dead for four days, the Pharisees plotted to kill him.  Caiaphas, the high priest made a remarkable prediction of Jesus’ imminent death, “You do not realize that it is better for you that one man die for the people than that the whole nation perish.”  John 11:50. 
b. “Greater love has no one than this, that a man would lay down his life for his friends.”  John 15:13.  Jesus sacrificed his life on the cross crying out, “It is finished.”  John 19:30.  The price for our sin was paid in full, a “once for all” transaction (Hebrews 10:10).
4.  He Is ___________________(Our Advocate in Heaven).
a. John 17 is often known as the “High Priestly Prayer of Jesus”.  “My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.”  John 17:15.  
b. Satan entices us with the allure of lust, greed, and pride, when in reality the things of this world will soon pass away.  Jesus pleads for us to look beyond the temporary to the eternal.  “Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.”  John 17:17.
5. He Is ____________________(Our Hope for the Future).

a. “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.”  John 11:35.
b. “In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you.  I am going there to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.”  John 14:2-3.
Before Bible Professor Scot McKnight teaches a class on the life of Christ, he gives his students a psychological test asking them to imagine the personality of Jesus and answer questions.  He then asks questions of the students about their own personalities.  He does this to demonstrate that most of us tend to see Jesus as being like ourselves.  Are you prepared to see the real Jesus in the Scriptures and to master these true facts about Him?
