Discussion Questions
Finding Rewards 

Through Investing in God’s Church

1.  Did you follow the Bernie Madoff scandal?  What lessons can we learn from this Ponze scheme?  Have you ever fallen for something like this?  What lessons did you learn?
2. Read Matthew 16:13-20.  What is the ‘rock’ upon which Christ will build his church?  What indications are there that Jesus was referring to Peter’s confession of faith and not Peter himself?  How did Jesus end up using both Peter and his confession of faith to launch the early church?

3. In what way is the church of Matthew 16 an eternal investment?  Who is the builder of the church, according to Christ?  How is an investment in the church different than any kind of earthly investment?

4. In what way is the church of Matthew 16 a supernatural investment?  Why is it significant that Jesus calls it “my” church?  What does the fact that Jesus calls the church his bride in Ephesians 5:22-33 demonstrate about how Jesus feels about his church?  Husbands, how do you feel or should you feel about your bride? 

5. In what way is the church of Matthew 16 an invincible investment?  What is significant about the fact that Jesus refers to the gates of Hades, not hell?  What other organization can claim superiority to the gates of Hades?  

6. How is the church of Matthew 16 an influential investment?  What does Jesus’ promise in verse 19 really mean?  In what way will the Lord bind in heaven what the church binds on earth?  How will Jesus loose in heaven what the church looses on earth?  
7. In what way is the church today the conscience of a nation?  How is it a lighthouse to the nation?  To whom did Jesus give the keys of the kingdom of heaven?  

8. As you saw the video clips showing people that have been influenced toward Christ through the ministry of AEFC, how did this make you feel?
