Finding Reward Through Investing in God’s Church
Bernie Madoff ran the biggest Ponzi scheme in American history (taking money from new investors and paying out profits to earlier investors).  According to the Wall Street Journal, “he out-foxed the foxes and out-scammed the scammers” – to the tune of $65 billion.  Even his own sister invested and lost $3 million.  
In Matthew 16:13, Jesus asked his disciples “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”  This led to the follow-up question, “But who do you say I am?”  Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’  Jesus replied, ‘Blessed are you, Simon…for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.  And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church.’”  Matthew 16:15-18.

Five Reasons Investing in the Church Is the Wisest Investment You’ll Ever Make:

1.  It’s An ____________(Unshakable) Investment.

a. “You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church.”  2000 years later, the church of Jesus Christ is more alive than ever, with some 500-700 devoted believers worldwide.
b. The mighty “rock” Jesus referred to was not Peter, whose name means ‘small stone’, but rather Peter’s profession, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  That teaching would resound to every corner of the planet, redeeming ones “from every tribe and language and people and nation”  (Revelation 5:9).  
2. It’s An _______________(Eternal) Investment.

a. “You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church.”  The “I” in this verse is also known as “the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End” (Revelation 22:13).  He is the “lily of the valley” (Song of Solomon 2:1), “the Bright and Morning Star” (Revelation 22:16), “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  (Isaiah 9:6).
b. The “product” of the church is not a material good, gold or silver, or stocks and bonds.  Our product is people, precious people who will live eternally in heaven.
3. It’s A _______________(Supernatural) Investment.

a. “You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church.”  Only the church has the personal endorsement of the Master of the universe.  No other institution or organization can make that claim.  The church is the people of God, not their buildings, although there often is something special about a building where God has been worshipped with sincerity for long periods of time. 
4.  It’s An _____________(Invincible) Investment.

a. “…I will build my church and the gates of Hades will not be able to overcome it.”  (Matthew 16:18).  Hades refers to the abode of the dead.  Jesus was making the point that his people, his church, will never be overcome by death.  All who are trusting in the redeeming blood of Christ to save them will never be mastered by or imprisoned by death!
b. The US military is the strongest of any nation, but even it has suffered setbacks.  The church’s might comes not from man, but from God.  In Him, it is invincible.
5. It’s An ______________(Influential) Investment.

a. “…I will build my church and the gates of Hades will not be able to overcome it.  I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”  Matthew 16:18-19.
b. When the church remains faithful to its calling to proclaim God’s truth, Jesus stands by the church.  The church is to be the conscience of the culture, a beacon on a hill, a lighthouse for the nation.  It will remind the society of the unchangeable nature of God’s truth, and the rewards that come from honoring Him.
Only the church, God’s ‘called out’ people, can make an eternal impact in the lives of people.  Let’s rejoice over what God is doing in using the church to draw people unto Himself!
