Connecting!

What have been the three times of greatest distress in your life?  What did you need more than anything else during these times of trial?  Many have discovered what they needed the most were key people to support them, but what did they need from these supporters and mentors?  

Ten Ways to Meaningfully Connect With and Mentor Others:

1. _______(Love)

a. “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus…to Timothy, my dear son.”  II Timothy 1:1-2.  A relationship of affection is foundational to being a good mentor.  To really have a lasting impact in someone’s life, you have to love them.
2. ________(Pray)

a. “I thank God…as night and day I constantly remember you in my prayers.”  I Timothy 1:3.  An effective mentor will have a burden upon their heart to constantly life their friend up before the throne of God and pray blessing over their lives.
3. _________(Socialize)

a. “Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that I may be filled with joy.”  II Timothy 1:4.  There is no substitute for face-to-face contact if you want to be an effective mentor.  Jesus is our example, who spent three years living with his disciples, teaching them, but also socializing freely with them.
4. __________(Affirm)

a. “I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also.”  II Timothy 1:5.  A good mentor will affirm the significance of others in the life of the one they seek to help.  A healthy person will have a variety of meaningful relationships in their life.
5. ___________(Encourage)

a. “For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands.”  II Timothy 1:6.  A good mentor will bring out the best in others, helping them to maximize their strengths and minimize their weaknesses.
6. ______________(Empower)

a. “For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love, and of self-discipline.”  II Timothy 1:7.  A good mentor will instill confidence in others, helping them to step out and take action.
7. ____________(Empathize)

a. “So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner.  But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God.”  II Timothy 1:8.  We tend to bond with those we empathize with, necessitating that mentoring relationships must be same-sex relationships.
8. ____________(Remind)

a. “God, who has saved us and called us to a holy life – not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace.  This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time.”  II Timothy 1:9.  A good mentor will remind us of God’s goodness and grace, especially when we begin to doubt that.
9. _____________(Sharpen)

a. “That is why I am suffering as I am.  Yet I am not ashamed, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that day.”  II Timothy 1:12.  A good mentor reminds us that God is in control, especially when our faith wavers.
10. ______________(Inspire)

a. “What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus.  Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you, guard it.”  II Timothy 1:13.  A good mentor will inspire you with their example, challenging you to fight the good fight, never giving up.
Will you help us accomplish five specific “connecting” goals for 2010?

1. Develop an effective mentoring ministry.

2. Launch an internship ministry.

3. Host a purity conference.

4. Send a mission’s team to the Philippines.

5. Strengthen our small group ministry.
