Discussion Questions
Connecting!

1.  What are the three greatest times of distress in your life?  What did you need most during those times?  Was there something other than supportive people that you needed during that time?  Who were the key people that God brought into your life to help you through those dark times?  How specifically did they help you?
2. Read II Timothy 1:1-14.  Why is love is such a foundational issue in being an effective mentor?  How would you describe Paul’s love for Timothy, his “dear son” (vs. 1)?

3. Look at verse 3.  Why is prayer also a foundational issue in being an effective mentor?  What does it mean to “constantly remember” someone in your prayers?  Have you ever had that experience? 

4. Why are there no substitutes for “face-to-face” meetings with people (vs. 4)?  What do we lose from contacts via phone or email or facebook?  What did the disciples gain from three years of living with Jesus (instead of attending classes taught by him)?

5. Why is it important to affirm the role of others in the lives of those we seek to mentor and support (vs. 5)?  How does this take the pressure off of you as being the sole means of support?  

6. What role does encouraging (vs. 6) and empowering (vs. 7) play in effective mentoring?  What are some of the precautions to take when empathizing (vs. 8) with someone?  Why are there dangers in to empathizing with someone of the opposite sex?  What boundaries need to be set?

7. How have you been reminded of the goodness and grace of the Lord by others (vs. 9) in times of trial?  How have you been sharpened (vs. 12) to trust in God no matter what happens?  How have you been inspired (vs. 13) to fight the good fight and never give up?  

8. How can you contribute to helping our church become a more “connecting” place in 2010?  Read II Timothy 2:2.  How are you going to help “pass the baton” on to others?
