Discussion Questions

Invest in the Church
1. Have you ever read or watched anything on TV about Warren Buffet?  Have you known anyone like him, who went from $9800 in wealth at age 20 to $62 billion in wealth at age 78?  Why do you think Buffet is so careful in investing in his money, yet is an agnostic, unprepared for eternity?  

2. In the sermon last Sunday, which of the four reasons given to invest in the church made the greatest impact on you?  Read Matthew 16:13-19.  Jesus informs Peter in verse 16 that Peter’s revelation about Jesus being the Christ, the Messiah, was not given to him by man, but by God, the Father.  How have the limits of man’s intelligence been displayed to you?  How do we see this in the area of medicine, or government, or education?  Even when it comes to investing our money, contradictory advice is often given.  Have you ever made an investment that you thought was a sure thing, only to come up empty-handed?  Why is the counsel of the true church, the custodian of God’s Word, so sure-footed?
3. Jesus points out in Matthew 16:18 that Peter would be a small stone in the church while his confession that Jesus was the Christ would be the cornerstone of the church.  What is the danger of placing too much confidence in church leaders, even good ones like David Jeremiah, Chuck Swindoll, or Rick Warren?  What are the dangers of placing too much confidence in political leaders, even professing Christians like presidential candidates Rick Perry or Michele Bachmann or Herman Cain?

4. What does it mean that the church will not be overcome by the gates of Hades (Matthew 16:18)?  How are you, if you are a member of the true church, protected from the gates of Hades?  Why is it significant that the true church was given the keys to the kingdom of heaven (verse 19), something no other institution or organization has been given?
5. How would you explain Jesus’ teaching about binding and loosing in Matthew 16:19?  Is this a blank check for the church?  Why or why not?  What does it mean to say that the church is the Bride of Christ (see Ephesians 5:25-33)?  Husbands, how do you stand behind your bride?  In what way do you accept her signature as your signature? 

6. Why is investing in the church the best investment you can make on this earth?  How would you teach someone else this based on Matthew 16:13-19?
