Invest in the Church
Warren Buffet was only worth $9800 at age 20, but through careful investing, he became a millionaire by 32 and a billionaire by 60.  In 2008, at age 78, Buffet dethroned Bill Gates as the richest man in the world, worth a staggering $62 billion.  While carefully calculating risks with his money, Buffet is an agnostic, fully prepared to take a gigantic risk on the afterlife.

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  Matthew 6:19-21.

Four Reasons the Church is an Excellent Investment:

1. Because the Church ___________(Overwhelms) the __________(Wisdom) of Man’s _____________(Intelligence).

a. “Who do you say I am?’  Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’  Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.”  Matthew 16:15-17.
b. While the world gives confusing and conflicting advice about temporary monetary investments, the church is the custodian of God’s word, the Bible, pointing the way to eternal treasures.
2. Because the Church ___________(Overtakes) the __________(Greatness) of Man’s ____________(Leadership).

a. “…And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church.”  Matthew 16:18.  Peter’s name means “a small stone” while the Greek word for rock means “a foundation boulder”.  While Peter would play a small role in establishing the church, Jesus (the Christ, the Son of the living God) would be the cornerstone of the church.
b. Human beings are small stones in the drama of human history.  The church points the way to the cornerstone of history, Jesus Christ.
3. Because the Church ____________(Overcomes) the ___________ (Limits) of Man’s _____________(Lifespan).

a. “I will build my church and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.  I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven.”  Matthew 16:18-19.
b. Hades is the place of punishment for the spirits of unbelievers.  Hades will never touch the church because Jesus purchased our freedom from sin, death, and hell.  Only the church has been given the keys to the kingdom of heaven.
4. Because the Church _____________(Overpowers) the ____________(Authority) of Man’s ___________(Institutions).

a. “Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”  Matthew 16:19.  Jesus is not giving the church a blank check.  Rather, Jesus is promising that whenever the church exhorts, encourages, corrects and rebukes in accordance with God’s word, Jesus will stand behind the church with his full authority.
b. The church was given authority greater than any government, army, or arsenal of nuclear weapons – Jesus stands side by side with his Bride, the true church.
There are many wonderful institutions, organizations, and charities in our world, but none are as great as the church.  It is worthy of our generous investment of time, talent, and treasure.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

____  Be a Lawful Giver (Old Testament – 10%)

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house,  Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “And see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.”  Malachi 3:10

Because I love the Lord, and in response to His Word, for at least the next 90 days, I will give 10% of my income to the church.

____ Be a Liberal Giver (New Testament – over 10%)
“Give and it shall be given to you.  A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap.  For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”  (Jesus, Luke 6:38)

Because I love the Lord, and in response to His Word, for at least the next 90 days, I will give more than 10% of my income to the church.




(Any commitment you make is between you and God.)
