Discussion Questions
Finding Joy Through Giving to God’s Mission

1.  Have you ever heard of the true story of Frank Abagnale, Jr. – either read his autobiography Catch Me If You Can, or seen the movie?  What struck you about his story?  What does this tell us about the possibility of ‘conning’ someone into believing something that is misleading and false about our true character?

2. How were the Pharisees in Matthew 23 like Abagnale?  Why do you think the Pharisees were more consumed with their ‘image’ than their ‘character’?  Have you ever met any professing Christians like this?  

3. Look at verses 23-24.  How do you think the public knew about the Pharisees tithing on their spices?  Look at Luke 21:2.  In what way did the widow who gave her two mites put the Pharisees to shame?  What does this teach us about the manner in which we should give?  Why is it important to give sacrificially, like the widow?  

4. What was wrong about the picture of the Pharisees carefully counting out the precise number of seeds and leaves from their spices that belonged to God, something that was not mandated in the law in Leviticus 27:30?  As you look at Matthew 5 and 19, what can we gather about the attitude of the Pharisees and religious teachers toward some of the ‘weightier’ matters such as adultery, vows and oaths, lust, divorce, etc.?  What is wrong with this picture of carefully counting out seeds and leaves, yet neglecting serious teaching about divorce, etc.?  What does Proverbs 3:9 and I Corinthians 16:2 teach us about the importance of giving systematically, while not neglecting other biblical commands?
5. What leads us to believe in verses 23-24 that the Pharisees gave miserly?  What does Jesus say in Luke 6:38 about giving significantly and generously?

6. What leads us to believe in verses 23-24 that the Pharisees gave grudgingly?  What does it mean to “strain out a gnat while swallowing a camel”?  What does II Corinthians 9:7 teach about our attitude when we give?  
